
President Barack Obama, accompanied by, from left. Office of National Intelligence Director James Clapper, Vice President Joe 
Biden, and Secretary of State John Kerry, walks away from the podium after speaking at the National Counterterrorism Center in 
McLean, Va., Thursday, Dec. 17, 2015. The president said U.S. intelligence and counter-terrorism professionals don’t have any spe¬ 
cific, credible information suggesting a terrorist attack on the U.S. during the holidays. 

(AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais) 
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McLEAN, Virginia (AP) — 

President Barack Obama 
said Thursday that U.S. in¬ 
telligence and counter¬ 
terrorism officials have re¬ 
ceived no specific, cred¬ 
ible information suggesting 
a potential terrorist attack 
against the United States. 
He said Americans must be 
vigilant this holiday season. 
“We cannot give in to fear 
or change how we live our 
lives,” Obama said in brief 
remarks to employees at 
the National Counterterror¬ 
ism Center. 


“We will not be terrorized. 
We’ve prevailed over 
much greater threats than 
this; we will prevail again.” 
Obama spoke after a brief¬ 
ing by his national security 
team on the current threat 
level, the effort to com¬ 
bat extremist groups and 
propaganda abroad, and 
steps to tighten scrutiny of 
people entering the U.S. on 
visas. 

It was the second security 
briefing the White House 
has highlighted this week 
as the president tries to 


reassure the public in the 
wake of the shooting in San 
Bernardino, California. 

The president visited the 
Pentagon on Monday for 
an update on the U.S.-led 
fight against the Islamic 
State group in Iraq and 
Syria. 

On Thursday, Obama not¬ 
ed he was briefed on fhe 
K-l visa program, which 
one of fhe affackers in San 
Bernardino used to come 
to the U.S. in July 2014. 
Obama said the threat of 
terrorism has evolved to 


include smaller groups or 
individuals, making detec¬ 
tion harder. 

He said the U.S. was con¬ 
stantly “upping our game" 
to match the new threats. 
He said the U.S. was fo¬ 
cused on three areas: go¬ 
ing after terrorists overseas; 
working to prevent terrorists 
from entering the country; 
and strengthening ties be¬ 
tween law enforcement 
and local communities 
and the technology sec¬ 
tor to prevent attacks at 
homeO 
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Carter admits improper use of email account 


LOLITA C. BALDOR 
ROBERT BURNS 
Associated Press 
IRBIL, Iraq (AP) — U.S. De¬ 
fense Secretary Ash Carter 
acknowledged on Thurs¬ 
day he sometimes used a 
personal, unsecured email 
account to conduct offi¬ 
cial business after he took 
office in February, a prac¬ 
tice he called “entirely my 


his messages, which ap¬ 
peared to be largely about 
meetings and speeches, 
were backed up for record 
keeping on the depart¬ 
ment's email system. 
Earnest made clear that 
Carter had erred in his 
email practices, but he 
said the consequences 
did not seem significant. 
He said the Pentagon had 


runner for the Democratic 
presidential nomination, 
used her private account 
exclusively during her four 
years as the nation's top 
diplomat. Unlike Carter, 
Clinton also used her own 
private server set up in 
her home. Carter used an 
iPhone. 

He told reporters that when 
he joined President Barack 



U.S. Defense Secretary Ash Carter, second left, is welcomed by Deputy Prime Minister of the Kurd¬ 
ish Regional Government (KRG) Qubad Talabani, left, on arrival in Irbil, northern Iraq, Thursday, 
Dec. 17, 2015. Carter acknowledged he sometimes used a personal, unsecured email account 
to conduct official business after he took office in February, a practice he called “entirely my 
mistake." 

(AP Photo/Seivan M.Salim) 


mistake." 

His admission followed a 
New York Times report re¬ 
vealing that he continued 
the practice even after 
Hillary Clinton triggered a 
wave of criticism in March 
for using a private email 
account to conduct gov¬ 
ernment business while she 
was secretary of state. The 
FBI and several congressio¬ 
nal committees are investi¬ 
gating Clinton. 

Presidential chief of staff 
Denis McDonough found 
out in May about Carter’s 
emailing and, through 
White House counsel, ex¬ 
pressed concern to Penta¬ 
gon lawyers, White House 
spokesman Josh Earnest 
said. Carter nonetheless 
persisted, telling reporters 
Thursday that he ended 
the practice “a few months 
ago." 

Carter said he did 
not use his phone for clas¬ 
sified information. The De¬ 
fense Department said all 


expressed willingness to co¬ 
operate with congressional 
inquiries. 

Carter did not respond di¬ 
rectly when asked by a 
reporter whether he had 
stopped using his per¬ 
sonal account only after 
the Times filed a Freedom 
of Information request in 
September for some of his 
emails. 

He repeated that he had 
stopped “a few months 
ago. And basically, what 
that means is I was doing 
it for longer than I should 
have.” 

“I should have known bet¬ 
ter,” Carter said while vis¬ 
iting Irbil, Iraq, where U.S. 
troops are training and ad¬ 
vising Kurdish forces. “It's 
not like I didn't have the 
opportunity to understand 
what the right thing to do 
was. I didn't do the right 
thing.” 

“It's entirely my mistake. En¬ 
tirely on me.” 

Clinton, now the front¬ 


Obama’s Cabinet in Feb¬ 
ruary, he was instructed in 
email security. He also has 
made cybersecurity one 
of his top policy priorities 
at the Pentagon, which is 
among the most frequently 
and intensively targeted 
government agencies by 
international hackers. An in¬ 
cursion last summer caused 
the Pentagon to shut down 
for weeks an unclassified 
email system used by senior 
officials. 

In Washington, Sen. John 
McCain, R-Ariz„ chairman 
of the Senate Armed Ser¬ 
vices Committee, said that 
in light of the attention giv¬ 
en to Clinton’s email use, it 
was “hard to believe that 
Secretary Carter would 
exercise the same error in 
judgment." 

McCain said the commit¬ 
tee has requested copies 
of the emails and will con¬ 
duct a review “to ensure 
sensitive information was 
not compromised.”□ 


AP: Libya’s rival parliaments 
sign unity government deal 

SAMIA ERRAZZOUKI 
RAMI MUSA 
Associated Press 

SKHIRAT, Morocco (AP) — Hopes that divided, war- 
ravaged Libya can pull itself together and fend off 
advancing Islamic State extremists soared on Thurs¬ 
day, as the country’s rival factions signed a U.N.-bro¬ 
kered deal to form a unity government that is meant 
to bring about peace. 

But the lawmakers from Libya's rival parliaments who 
hugged and celebrated at the signing ceremony in 
Morocco still face the enormous task of convincing 
the deal’s many opponents back home — including 
rival political factions and heavily armed militias — 
that compliance is worthwhile. 

Libya slid into chaos following the 2011 toppling and 
killing of dictator Moammar Gadhafi. Since then, its 
divisions only increased, and now it has two govern¬ 
ments and parliaments — the internationally rec¬ 
ognized one in the country’s east, and an Islamist- 
backed one in the capital, Tripoli. 

The agreement aims to create a new national gov¬ 
ernment in Tripoli, end the divide between the rival 
parliaments, governments and military coalitions, 
and give the international community a partner for 
its battle against the IS's affiliate in Libya and human 
traffickers. 

The agreement also envisages a presidential coun¬ 
cil tasked to choose the Cabinet, which includes a 
prime minister, five deputies, and three state minis¬ 
ters. Fayez Serraj, a member of the eastern parlia¬ 
ment from Tripoli, will head the council. 

“On paper, this is fantastic news," said analyst Clau¬ 
dia Gazzini of International Crisis Group. “In practice, 
the uncertain level of support for the agreement in 
Libya, the fact that the leadership of both existing 
parliaments oppose it and are busily devising their 
own peace plan, and the fact that the new gov¬ 
ernment will have little control over key parts of the 
country have left many skeptical.” 

The document was signed by Emhemed Shoaib, the 
deputy speaker of the internationally recognized 
Libyan parliament, and Salah al-Makhzoum, the 
second deputy of the Islamist-backed parliament 
based in Tripoli, among others. But it has detractors 
on both sides who seek a separate deal without U.N. 
involvement. 

“We know well that the document of political ac¬ 
cord in its current form is not the perfect thing that 
everyone wants, but at the same time, this political 
accord is a stage on the path to rescue Libya from 
collapsing and to ensure its unity,” al-Makhzoum 
said. 

Shoaib said the deal is meant to say “goodbye to 
weapons” that Libya is awash in. 

The speakers of the two parliaments — Tripoli-based 
Nuri A.M. Abusahmain and Aguila Saleh Issa from 
the east — were not at the Morocco ceremony. The 
two, who are seen by analysts as hard-liners, held 
talks on Tuesday in Malta to forge a separate deal 
without U.N. involvement. 

Afterward, they issued a statement saying the repre¬ 
sentatives who travelled to Morocco were not man¬ 
dated to represent the parliaments in the talks. 
Before the start of Thursday’s ceremony, Al- 
Makhzoum and Faraj Abu-Hashem, the spokesman 
for the east-based parliament, told The Associated 
Press that 88 lawmakers from the two parliaments 
were present at the signing. □ 
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Lawmakers seek details on vetting for those bound for US 


ALICIA A. CALDWELL 
TAMI ABDOLLAH 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

The U.S. has checked social 
media in some capacity 
in refugee cases and has 
found, in a small sampling 
thus far, the information can 
be ambiguous in screening 
value and frequently in¬ 
accessible to reviewers, a 
Homeland Security official 
testified Thursday. 

Leon Rodriguez, director 


of U.S. Citizenship and Im¬ 
migration Services, told 
members of the House 
Oversight and Government 
Reform Committee that 
such checks aren’t being 
done in an abundant man¬ 
ner, and he was not spe¬ 
cific about when or how it 
would occur. 

Lawmakers are trying to as¬ 
certain which safeguards 
are in place to ensure that 
extremists are not exploit¬ 
ing a variety of legal paths 


to travel to the United 
States. At issue is how close¬ 
ly the U.S. government ex¬ 
amines the backgrounds of 
people asking to come to 
the country, including re¬ 
viewing their social media 
postings. 

One of the San Bernardino, 
California, shooters came 
to the U.S. on a K-l fiance 
visa last year despite the 
fact that the FBI believed 
she was already radical¬ 
ized. 
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House Oversight and Government Reform Committee Chair¬ 
man Rep. Jason Chaffetz, R-Utah presses Obama Administration 
officials from the State Department and Homeland Security on 
what safeguards are in place to ensure that would-be extrem¬ 
ists are not exploiting a variety of legal paths to travel to the 
U.S., Thursday, Dec. 17, 2015, during a hearing on Capitol Hill in 
Washington. 

(AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite) 


Tashfeen Malik came to 
the U.S. on a K-l fiance visa 
in July 2014 and passed 
multiple background 
checks and at least two 
in-person interviews, one in 
Pakistan and another after 
she married Syed Farook. 
Nonetheless, as the shoot¬ 
ing attack that killed 14 
people unfolded, a pledge 
of allegiance for Malik and 
Farook to the leader of the 
Islamic State group was 
posted on a Facebook 
page she maintained. The 
page was under an alias, 
and the pledge went un¬ 
discovered for a day. 

FBI Director James Comey 
said Malik and Farook com¬ 
municated privately online 
about jihad and martyr¬ 
dom before they married. 
Lawmakers at times angrily 
pressed officials on why 
even public social me¬ 
dia wouldn’t routinely be 
looked at for vetting those 
trying to enter the country. 
“If half the employers are 
doing it in the United States 
of America, if colleges are 
doing it for students, why 
wouldn’t Homeland Secu¬ 
rity do it?" said Rep. Ste¬ 


phen Lynch, D-Massachu- 
setts. “We don’t even look 
at their public stuff. That's 
what kills me.” 

DHS launched three pi¬ 
lot programs specifically 
aimed at reviewing social 
media postings as part of 
the immigration vetting 
process. 

“There is less there that is 
actually of screening value 
than you would expect; at 
least in small early samples, 
some things seem more 
ambiguous than clear,” 
Rodriguez told lawmakers 
Thursday. He said foreign 
alphabets frequently used 
in social media posts were 
a challenge to translate. 
Rodriguez raised the idea 
of adding social media re¬ 
views to all security proce¬ 
dures. 

“We all continue to be¬ 
lieve there’s a potential 
for there to be information 
of screening value ... par¬ 
ticularly in high risk envi¬ 
ronments,” Rodriguez said, 
adding, “These security 
tools are ones we need to 
think about using across all 
our lines of business,” not 
just refugee and K-l visas.Q 
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Buyer of guns used in massacre charged with terrorism counts 



Security is tight as a car carrying Enrique Marquez Jr. arrives at U.S. District Court in Riverside, Calif., 
Thursday, Dec. 17, 2015. Marquez, a longtime friend of Syed Rizwan Farook, the male shooter in 
the San Bernardino terrorist attack, was charged today with conspiring with Farook in 2011 and 
2012 to commit crimes of terrorism, and with the unlawful purchase of two assault rifles used in the 
deadly shooting two weeks ago. 

(AP Photo/Nick Ut) 


BRIAN MELLEY 
ERIC TUCKER 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — The 

man who bought the as¬ 
sault rifles used by his friend 
in the San Bernardino mas¬ 
sacre was charged Thurs¬ 
day with terrorism-related 
counts. 

The FBI arrested Enrique 
Marquez, 24, on charges 
of conspiring with Syed Riz¬ 
wan Farook to commit ter¬ 


rorist attacks in 2011 and 
2012 that they never car¬ 
ried out. Marquez was Fa- 
rook’s next-door neighbor 
and longtime friend who 
converted to Islam and 
was radicalized by Farook, 
federal prosecutors said. 
Marquez also was charged 
with illegally purchasing 
two assault rifles used by Fa¬ 
rook and his wife, Tashfeen 
Malik, to kill 14 people at 
a holiday gathering of Fa- 


rook’s health department 
co-workers on Dec. 2. The 
shooters died hours later in 
a gunbattle with police. 
Marquez had no role in the 
attack, 

but prosecutors said the 
guns and bomb-making 
materials he bought that 
the couple planned to 
detonate linked him to the 
killings. 

“While there currently is 
no evidence that Mr. Mar- 


Oklahoma: 

Two dead in suspected road rage shootings 


ARAPAHO, Oklahoma (AP) 

— A man firing randomly 
from his pickup truck killed 
two people in separate 
shootings on an Oklahoma 
interstate, a local sheriff 
said. The suspected shoot¬ 
er surrendered early Thurs¬ 
day and was being held in 
a county jail. 

Custer County Sheriff Bruce 
Peoples said reports came 
in at about 11:50 p.m. 
Wednesday of a man firing 
at vehicles on Interstate 40 
in Canadian County, which 
is adjacent to Oklahoma 
City. 

The man apparently con¬ 
tinued driving west, firing at 
vehicles as he drove fast 
and erratically, the sheriff 
said. 

“He shot so many vehicles 
that it would have been to¬ 
tally impractical to assume 


he knew them," Peoples 
said, describing the case 
as a suspected road rage 
incident. 

A man was fatally shot in 
the Caddo County town of 
Hydro and a woman was 
killed 10 miles (16 kilome¬ 
ters) away in Weatherford, 
authorities said. 

In both cases, the drivers 
were able to pull over to 
the shoulder of the road af¬ 
ter the shooting, he said. 
The Oklahoma State Bu¬ 
reau of Investigation iden¬ 
tified the first victim as 
45-year-old Jeffrey Kent 
Powell of Arapaho, who 
was traveling with his wife, 
who was not struck. The 
agency identified the sec¬ 
ond victim as 63-year-old 
Billie Jean West of Lone 
Wolf. 

The suspect surrendered af¬ 


ter a 25-mile (40-kilometer) 
chase shortly before 1 a.m. 
Thursday in Custer County, 
Peoples said. Oklahoma 
State Bureau of Investiga¬ 
tion spokeswoman Jessica 
Brown said the man was 
being held at the Custer 
County jail on a preliminary 
complaint of driving under 
the influence. More charg¬ 
es are likely. 

Peoples said Thursday that 
authorities had not yet in¬ 
terviewed the suspect to 
determine a motive, but 
they don't suspect anyone 
was specifically targeted. 
At least two other vehicles 
were hit by gunfire but 
those drivers escaped in¬ 
jury, Brown said. She said 
it's early in the process 
but investigators believe 
the man picked his victims 
indiscriminately .□ 


quez participated in the 
Dec. 2 attack or had ad¬ 
vance knowledge of it, his 
prior purchase of the fire¬ 
arms and ongoing failure 
to warn authorities about 
Farook’s intent to com¬ 
mit mass murder had fatal 
consequences,” U.S. Attor¬ 
ney Eileen Decker said. 
Authorities previously said 
Marquez had legally pur¬ 
chased the high-powered 
guns. 

The FBI investigated the 
rampage as an act of ter¬ 
rorism and said the Muslim 
couple were radicalized 
before they met online and 
communicated privately 
about jihad and martyr¬ 
dom before they married. 
President Barack Obama 
said he was briefed on the 
investigation Thursday and 


reiterated the federal gov¬ 
ernment's commitment to 
find answers to all the un¬ 
knowns in the case. 
Marquez had deep ties 
with Farook that extended 
to a family connection. 
The two grew up next door 
to each other in Riverside 
and then became related 
through marriage. 

Both men were witnesses 
at the wedding of Farook's 
brother, Raheel, to a Rus¬ 
sian woman in 2011, ac¬ 
cording to Riverside Coun¬ 
ty marriage records. 

Last year, Marquez married 
the sister of Raheel Farook’s 
wife. 

That made Marquez and 
Raheel Farook brothers- 
in-law and gave Marquez 
and Syed Rizwan Farook a 
sister-in-law in common. Q 
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American Living: 

New Orleans council votes to remove Confederate monuments 



Quess, of the Take 'em Down Coalition, leads a rally as confederate heritage supporters bear 
confederate flags nearby in front of City Hall in New Orleans. 

(AP Photo/Gerald Herbert) 


CAIN BURDEAU 

Associated Press 

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — New 

Orleans’ leaders on Thurs¬ 
day made a sweeping 
move to break with the 
city’s Confederate past 
when the City Council vot¬ 
ed to remove prominent 
monuments commemorat¬ 
ing the pro-slavery South 
along some of its busiest 


streets. 

The council's 6-1 vote al¬ 
lows the city to remove 
four monuments, including 
a towering statue of Con¬ 
federate Gen. Robert E. 
Lee that has stood at the 
center of a traffic circle for 
131 years. 

It was an emotional meet¬ 
ing — often interrupted by 
heckling — infused with ref¬ 


erences to slavery, lynch- 
ings and racism, as well 
as the pleas of those who 
opposed removing the 
monuments to not “rewrite 
history." 

City Council President Ja¬ 
son Williams called the 
vote a symbolic severing 
of an “umbilical cord" ty¬ 
ing the city to the offensive 
legacy of racial hatred. 

“If anybody wins here, it will 
be the South, because it is 


finally rising,” Williams, who 
is African-American, said. 
Stacy Head, a council 
member at large, was the 
lone vote against the re¬ 
moval. She is one of two 
white council members. 
She lamented what she 
called a rush to take the 
monuments down without 
adequate consideration 
of their historic value and 
meaning to many in New 
Orleans. 

Fixing historic injustice is “a 
lot harder work than re¬ 
moving monuments," she 
said, even as many in the 
packed council chambers 
jeered her. 

She said the issue was di¬ 
viding the city, not uniting 
it. “I think all we will be left 
with is pain and division.” 
The decision came after 
months of impassioned de¬ 
bate. Now, the city faces 
possible lawsuits seeking 
to keep the monuments 
where they are. 

Mayor Mitch Landrieu first 
proposed taking down 
these monuments after po¬ 
lice said a white suprema¬ 
cist killed nine parishioners 
inside the African-Ameri¬ 
can Emanuel AME Church 
in Charleston, South Caro¬ 
lina, in June. 


Anti-Confederate senti¬ 
ment has grown since then 
around the country, along 
with protests against police 
mistreatment, as embod¬ 
ied by the Black Lives Mat¬ 
ter movement. 

Before Thursday’s vote, 
Landrieu told the council 
and residents who gath¬ 
ered on both sides of the 
issue that for New Orleans 
to move forward, “we must 
reckon with our past.” 
Landrieu said the monu¬ 
ments reinforce the Con¬ 
federate ideology of slav¬ 
ery, limit city progress and 
divide the city. He used 
President Abraham Lin¬ 
coln's famous quote: “A 
house divided against itself 
cannot stand.” 

The most imposing of the 
monuments the council 
has voted to strike from the 
cityscape has had a com¬ 
manding position over St. 
Charles Avenue since 1884: 
A 16-foot (5-meter)-tall 
bronze statue of Lee stands 
atop a 60-foot (18-meter)- 
high Doric marble column, 
which itself rises over gran¬ 
ite slabs on an earthen 
mound. Four sets of stone 
staircases, aligned with the 
major compass points, as¬ 
cend the mound. □ 


yvia/ne: 

Indian tech company denies scamming consumers 


DAVID SHARP 
Associated Press 
PORTLAND, Maine (AP) — 

An Indian-based tech sup¬ 
port company on Thursday 
denied accusations by the 
Washington state attorney 
general that it scammed 
consumers and said it re¬ 
mains interested in creat¬ 
ing jobs in the U.S. after a 
partnership unraveled in 
Maine. 

The company, iYogi, made 
a splash when it looked 
to the U.S. to create up to 
300 jobs in partnership with 
a call center operator in 
Maine. The July announce¬ 
ment was big enough news 
that Gov. Paul LePage at¬ 
tended the event in Lewis¬ 
ton. 

But it didn't take long for 
the deal to unravel. 

Argo Marketing terminated 
the contract with iYogi in 
October and filed a lawsuit 


for nonpayment this month. 
Only 30 people were hired 
in Lewiston. 

“In business sometimes 
it’s better to stop doing a 
certain contract relatively 
quickly before you keep 
going down a road that 
could lead to disaster,” 
Argo CEO Jason Levesque 
said Thursday. 

On Wednesday, a lawsuit in 
Washington state accused 
iYogi of scamming custom¬ 
ers into buying software 
and services they didn’t 
need. The attorney general 
said hundreds if not thou¬ 
sands of people had fallen 
for the scams in that state. 
Vishal Dhar, iYogi's presi¬ 
dent and co-founder, de¬ 
fended his company on 
Thursday, saying accusa¬ 
tions that iYogi scammed 
consumers were “false and 
baseless.” 

He described the com¬ 


pany’s Maine venture as 
important for delivering 
“baseline metrics” and 
said the company aims to 
relaunch U.S. operations in 
the new year. “We chose 
Maine for its talent, and it 
still remains our first choice," 
he said in a statement. 

The company bills itself as 
the world’s largest inde¬ 
pendent technical sup¬ 
port provider. With 5,000 
workers in India, iYogi pro¬ 
vides technical support via 
telephone and electronic 
communication — plus 
on-site help through 1,500 
contract workers — for 
consumers who sign con¬ 
tracts with the company, 
the company said. 

The lawsuit in Washington 
alleged deceptive busi¬ 
ness practices under the 
state Consumer Protection 
Act and Computer Spy- 
ware Statute.Q 
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US Financial Front: 


Big break: Small businesses looking for annual tax deduction 



Shawn Georgetti climbs out of his John Deere tractor on his 167- 
acre family dairy farm in Avella, Pa. Small businesses are close 
to getting a permanent half-million-dollar tax break when they 
buy equipment like cars, computers and machinery, but tax 
pros say owners should crunch some numbers before claiming 
the big deduction. 

(AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar) 


JOYCE M. ROSENBERG 

AP Business Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — 

Small businesses are close 
to getting a permanent 
half-million-dollar tax break 
when they buy equipment 
like cars, computers and 
machinery. But tax pros say 
owners should crunch some 
numbers before claiming 
the big deduction. 

An agreement that was 
reached in Congress this 
week and is expected 
to become law would 
give small companies a 
$500,000 annual deduction 
for equipment purchases. 
The so-called Section 179 
deduction has been in lim¬ 
bo the past few years, with 
Congress often not agree¬ 


ing until December to raise 
it from the $25,000 called 
for in the federal tax code. 
The permanent $500,000 
deduction is part of a tax 
package that also includes 
a higher deduction through 
2019 for all companies that 
depreciate equipment 
purchases and a perma¬ 
nent break on research 
and development costs. 
Here's what you need to 
know: 

WHAT IS THE SECTION 179 
DEDUCTION? 

The Section 179 deduction 
allows a small business to 
deduct upfront rather than 
depreciate over a number 
of years the cost of equip¬ 
ment like computers, ve- 
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hides, manufacturing and 
farm machinery and office 
furniture. It can’t be used 
for equipment like heat¬ 
ing and air conditioning 
units that become part of a 
building. 

Equipment has to be pur¬ 
chased and put into ser¬ 
vice by Dec. 31. So if you 
have a manufacturing ma¬ 
chine delivered but it isn’t 
assembled, up and running 
by the end of the year, you 
can’t deduct it. You don’t 
have to pay for the equip¬ 
ment by year-end; It's OK 
to buy it on credit and still 
take the full deduction. 

If your company has lost 
money, you can carry over 
a portion of the deduction 
into the next year. 

You can learn more about 
the deduction and how to 


claim it on your tax return 
from IRS Publication 946, 
How to Depreciate Proper¬ 
ty, which is available on the 
IRS website, www.irs.gov . 
It’s also a good idea to dis¬ 
cuss your plans with an ac¬ 
countant or tax attorney. 

HOW YOU SHOULD I PRO¬ 
CEED? 

Perhaps the greatest ben¬ 
efit of a permanent Sec¬ 
tion 179 deduction is that 
it allows businesses to do 
long-term financial plan¬ 
ning. When accountants 
hold planning meetings 
with their business clients, 
they're often looking at 
revenue and income pro¬ 
jections for three or four 
years, and they may even 
be looking back at the pre¬ 
vious year. 


So while it may be tempt¬ 
ing to take the entire de¬ 
duction in a given year, 
an accountant is likely to 
consider whether it makes 
more sense to depreciate 
a big purchase over a pe¬ 
riod of five to seven years 
so a company could save 
more money in the future, 
especially if it's likely to 
have a big revenue surge. 
An owner whose income 
is down in the current year 
and isn't expecting a big 
tax bill might also want to 
think about delaying the 
purchase until the following 
year, says Jeffrey Berdahl, 
a certified public accoun¬ 
tant with RLB Accountants 
in Allentown, Pennsylvania. 
“You might be in a higher 
tax bracket next year,” Ber¬ 
dahl saysO 
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Putin: Russia, US have narrowed their differences on Syria 



Russian President Vladimir Putin gestures during his annual news conference in Moscow, Russia, 
Thursday, Dec. 17, 2015. Putin was both cordial and coarse in his year-end news conference 
Thursday, saying the U.S. and Russia have narrowed their differences on Syria and share the same 
view of how to settle the conflict. 

(AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko) 


V. ISACHENKOV 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — President 
Vladimir Putin was both 
cordial and coarse in his 
year-end news conference 
Thursday, saying the U.S. 
and Russia have narrowed 
their differences on Syria 


and share the same view 
of how to settle the conflict. 
He reserved his crudest lan¬ 
guage for Turkey, suggest¬ 
ing that some leaders of the 
NATO ally may have want¬ 
ed to “lick the Americans in 
some of their private parts” 
by shooting down a Russian 


warplane on the Syrian bor¬ 
der. That miscalculation by 
Turkey was now hurting its 
own interests, Putin said at 
his marathon meeting with 
Russian and foreign journal¬ 
ists. 

The Russian leader even 
gave a shoutout to Donald 


Trump, calling the Repub¬ 
lican presidential candi¬ 
date a “very bright and 
talented man.” 

Speaking with emphasis 
and gesturing energetical¬ 
ly throughout a news con¬ 
ference that lasted more 
than three hours and was 
televised live, Putin also 
vowed that the killing of a 
Russian opposition leader 
gunned down near the 
Kremlin in February will be 
solved and no one will be 
immune from prosecution. 
Putin said the Russian air 
campaign in Syria, which 
began Sept. 30, will contin¬ 
ue until a political process 
begins, adding that Mos¬ 
cow would back the latest 
U.S. proposals for a peace 
process in the civil war. 
Commenting on relations 
with Washington, Putin 
said that Russia backs a 
U.S.-drafted U.N. Security 
Council resolution on set¬ 
tling the crisis. The plan 
was presented by U.S. Sec¬ 
retary of State John Kerry 
during his visit to Moscow 
earlier this week. 

“In general, it suits us," Pu¬ 
tin said. “I believe that the 
Syrian authorities should be 
OK with it, too.” 

He added that while the 
Syrian government “may 
not like some of it ... con¬ 
cessions must be made by 
both sides" to end the con¬ 
flict that has killed more 
than 250,000 and turned 
millions into refugees since 
2011. The Russian plan 
for settling the conflict 
“strangely as it may seem, 
coincides with the U.S. vi¬ 
sion in its key aspects: joint 
work on a constitution, cre¬ 
ation of instruments of con¬ 
trol over future early elec¬ 
tions, holding the vote and 
recognizing its results on 
the basis of that political 
process," Putin said. 

“We will help settle this crisis 
in every possible way, and 
we will try to find solutions 
acceptable for all par¬ 
ties,” he said. At the same 
time, he reaffirmed Russia’s 
stance on the key issue di¬ 
viding Russia and the West, 
the fate of Syrian President 
Bashar Assad, saying the 
Syrians themselves must 
determine who rules them. 
Putin said he was unsure 
whether to keep a per¬ 


manent base in Syria, be¬ 
cause Russia’s new sea- 
and air-launched cruise 
missiles used recently in 
the country have given 
Moscow enough punch to 
strike from afar. 

Addressing strained rela¬ 
tions with Turkey, Putin said 
he “it’s practically impos¬ 
sible” to overcome ten¬ 
sions with Ankara under its 
current leaders after it shot 
down a Russian bomber. 
Turkey said the aircraft 
violated its airspace for 17 
seconds despite repeated 
warnings, while Moscow 
insisted the plane had 
stayed in Syrian airspace. 
Putin said that Russia was 
particularly annoyed be¬ 
cause instead of apologiz¬ 
ing over what he called Tur¬ 
key’s “hostile” action that 
killed one of the plane’s 
two pilots and a Russian 
marine, the country turned 
to NATO for help. 

The Russian leader said he 
had previously agreed to 
accommodate Turkey's 
concerns regarding Syr¬ 
ia, adding that the Turk¬ 
ish leadership had never 
asked Russia to refrain from 
striking that specific area. 
“Couldn't they just make 
a call or warn the military 
via the communications 
channels that existed and 
say: ‘Look ... there are our 
interests here, so please 
don’t hit it’?” Putin said. 
“Did they think that we will 
run away? Russia isn’t that 
kind of a country,” he said. 
“We only have increased 
our presence there.” 

Russia has sent more war¬ 
planes to a base in Syria 
and deployed long-range 
S-400 air defense missile 
systems there, he added, 
putting an end to what he 
called regular incursions 
by Turkish jets in Syrian air¬ 
space. 

“Turkey had constantly vio¬ 
lated Syria’s airspace, but 
let them try to fly over there 
now,” he added, menac¬ 
ingly. 

Russia has introduced eco¬ 
nomic sanctions against 
Turkey, including a ban on 
the sale of tour packages 
that is estimated to cost 
the Turkish tourist industry 
billions of dollars a year. 
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EU summit kicks off British reform talks in earnest 



British Prime Minister David Cameron, right, arrives for an EU summit in Brussels on Thursday, 

Dec. 17, 2015. European Union heads of state meet Thursday to discuss, among other issues, the 
current migration crisis and terrorism. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert) 


RAF CASERT 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — European 
Union leaders on Thurs¬ 
day sought to be accom¬ 
modating to British de¬ 
mands to change the way 
the EU is run — but only if 
Prime Minister David Cam¬ 
eron doesn’t seek to un¬ 
dermine core principles on 
which the 28-nation bloc is 
built. 

Britain will have a refer¬ 
endum before the end of 
2017 to decide whether to 
stay in the EU. Cameron is 
seeking wholesale chang¬ 
es to how the EU is man¬ 
aged and wants to ingrain 
it more with the British view 
of non-interference and 
sustained sovereignty rath¬ 
er than the EU’s mantra of 
ever closer union. 

Although many EU nations 
back British demands to 
cut red tape and stream¬ 
line the bureaucracy in 
Brussels, they balk at sug¬ 
gestions to put barriers in 


the face of the EU’s cher¬ 
ished rules of near-unfet¬ 
tered travel across the bloc 
with equal rights for all. 
German Chancellor Ange¬ 
la Merkel assured Camer¬ 
on he would have a friend 
in Germany in his quest to 
renegotiate fundamental 
parts of EU legislation if he 
colored within the lines of 
the EU treaty. 

“On our side we would like 
to keep Britain as a mem¬ 
ber of the EU, but at the 
same time we do not want 
to limit the basic freedoms, 
nondiscrimination, the fun¬ 
damental principles of 
the EU,” Merkel said. 

“I believe there should be 
possibilities to find solutions 
if all sides are willing to 
compromise,” Merkel said 
of the upcoming negotia¬ 
tions with Britain. 

Poland, Czech Republic, 
Slovakia and Hungary said 
in a joint statement they 
“consider the freedom of 
movement one of the fun¬ 


damental values of the 
European Union” before 
adding that “we will not 
support any solutions which 
would be discriminatory or 
limit free movement." 

If there is no fundamental 
reform, Cameron has in¬ 
dicated it could lead to 


“Brexit,” or a potential Brit¬ 
ish exit. 

British proposals on wel¬ 
fare and migration are 
expected to be the tough¬ 
est to find an agreement 
on. Particularly grating on 
member states is a plan for 
a four-year ban on in-work 


benefits for migrants, some¬ 
thing many feel amounts 
to discrimination. Cameron 
has said the issue was not 
so much people coming 
to Britain as them getting 
access to the welfare sys¬ 
tem too easily under cur¬ 
rent EU rules. □ 


Sovereignty fears cloud EU debate over new border guard plan 


LORNE COOK 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — Europe¬ 
an Union heavyweights 
France and Germany on 
Thursday backed a po¬ 
tentially divisive plan for 
a border guard agency 
with powers to unilaterally 
deploy to member states 
unable or unwilling to man¬ 
age their borders. 

The border and coast 
guard project is chiefly 
aimed at protecting Eu¬ 
rope’s external borders 
in countries like Greece 
and Italy as they struggle 
to manage the arrival of 
hundreds of thousands of 
people fleeing conflict or 
poverty for better lives in 
Europe. But the idea that 


the agency could send 
ships, planes or other as¬ 
sets to a country even if it 
opposes the deployment is 
reviving old fears about a 
loss of national sovereignty 
to unelected officials at 
the EU’s executive Com¬ 
mission in Brussels. 

Countries further north in 
Europe like Germany and 
Sweden — the preferred 
destinations of many mi¬ 
grants — are keen to have 
tighter controls to ease the 
flow of people, as is France. 
“The external borders must 
be protected. I’m entirely 
in agreement with the pro¬ 
posal from the European 
Commission on a border 
guard,” French President 
Francois Hollande told re¬ 


porters at the EU summit 
in Brussels. German Chan¬ 
cellor Angela Merkel also 
underlined that she “very 
strongly supports” the plan. 
Before chairing the summit, 
European Council Presi¬ 
dent Donald Tusk acknowl¬ 
edged that the border 
agency is a “most contro¬ 
versial idea" but said that 
passport-free travel in the 
26-nation Schengen area 
would be compromised if 
Europe’s outside borders 
are porous. 

“Europe cannot remain 
vulnerable when Schen¬ 
gen states are not able to 
effectively protect their 
borders,” Tusk said. 

The new agency would 
have a standing reserve 


force of at least 1,500 bor¬ 
der guards that could be 
sent to EUborder crossings 
within three days, rather 
than relying on time-con¬ 
suming calls to nations for 
volunteers during emer¬ 
gencies. 

But for some, the plan 
touches at the very heart of 
national identity — a coun¬ 
try's right to decide who or 
what can be deployed on 
its territory — and Greece, 
Italy, Croatia and Hungary 
were expected to oppose 
it. A senior EU diplomat, 
briefing on condition of 
anonymity because the 
negotiations have not tak¬ 
en place yet, said it was 
unlikely that the European 
Commission would ever or¬ 


der the border guard to a 
country that objected, as 
that would mean imposing 
an occupying army. 

The proposal is just the start 
of a potentially long and 
divisive legislative process. 
Still, the EU has planned 
a 2016 budget for the 
agency of 238 million eu¬ 
ros ($260 million). Accord¬ 
ing to the International 
Organization for Migration, 
more than 920,000 people 
have entered the EU so 
far this year. The influx has 
overwhelmed national 
border guards and recep¬ 
tion capacities, notably 
in Greece, where some 
770,000 migrants have ar¬ 
rived, most of them from 
Turkey .□ 
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People stand in line at a money exchange house in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, Dec. 

17, 2015. Argentina’s currency sharply devalued against the U.S. dollar on Thursday as the new 
administration lifted deeply unpopular limits on the buying of foreign currencies. 

(AP Photo/Victor R. Caivano) 


Argentina: 

Devaluation of peso as dollar limits lifted 


PETER PRENGAMAN 
Associated Press 
BUENOS AIRES, Argentina 
(AP) — Argentina’s cur¬ 
rency sharply devalued 
against the U.S. dollar on 
Thursday as the new ad¬ 
ministration lifted deeply 
unpopular limits on the 
buying of foreign curren¬ 
cies, a major change that 
will expose Latin America’s 
third largest economy to 
international market forces 
in ways not seen in over a 
decade. 

The devaluation, widely ex¬ 
pected by economists and 
even frequently hinted at 
by new President Mauricio 
Marci, could exacerbate 
already soaring prices and 
spook Argentines, who 
fear big changes to an 
economy that has suffered 
through periodic financial 
meltdowns. 

Minutes after exchange 
houses and banks opened 
Thursday, the peso initially 
traded at around 15 to one 
U.S. dollar before dropping 
to 14.20 in the early after¬ 


noon. 

That represents a 31 per¬ 
cent drop in value from 
the 9.84 official rate at the 
close of business Wednes¬ 
day. Over the last year, the 
government has kept the 
rate fixed around 9. 

The change was put in 
motion Wednesday night, 
when Finance Minister 
Alfonso Prat-Gay an¬ 
nounced there would no 
longer be restrictions on 
buying foreign currencies. 
Macri had campaigned 
on promises to lift the re¬ 
strictions, saying they hurt 
businesses at home and 
scared away would-be in¬ 
ternational investors. 
Attempting to stop capi¬ 
tal flight, the preceding 
administration of Presi¬ 
dent Cristina Fernandez 
instituted the restrictions 
on buying foreign currency 
in 2011. Locally called a 
“cepo,” or “clamp,” the 
restrictions were one of 
many protectionist policies 
instituted during 12 years 
of governments led by Fer¬ 


nandez and her late hus¬ 
band and predecessor as 
president, Nestor Kirchner. 
People who wanted to buy 
dollars, a common prac¬ 
tice in a South American 
country with a long history 
of financial collapses, had 
to meet several require¬ 
ments. And most were 
limited to a few hundred 
dollars a month — when 
U.S. currency was avail¬ 
able in banks. Businesses, 
especially those needing 
to deal in dollars, were 
deeply affected. While the 
Fernandez administration 
insisted that dollars com¬ 
ing into the country trade 
at the official rate, getting 
dollars out at that rate, if at 
all, proved difficult. 

The result was an often baf¬ 
fling system of multiple offi¬ 
cial exchange rates. Indus¬ 
tries from textiles to agricul¬ 
ture to commercial banks 
all had different rates, and 
businesses as well as indi¬ 
viduals often traded in ille¬ 
gal exchange houses that 
were an open secret.Q 



Brazil: WhatsApp back online 
after temporarily block order 

JENNY BARCHFIELD 
Associated Press 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — WhatsApp is back online in 
Brazil. 

A Brazilian judge on Thursday struck down a lower 
court ruling that temporarily ordered telecoms to 
block the popular messaging service, snarling com¬ 
munications for many of its 100 million users in Brazil 
for abouf 12 hours. 

The lower court in Sao Paulo state ordered WhatsApp 
blocked in connection to a criminal case because it 
wouldn’t hand over user information. 

Details were murky as the case is sealed, though lo¬ 
cal media reported it concerned an investigation 
into Brazil’s most powerful drug gang. 

But Thursday afternoon, state judge Xavier de Souza 
overruled the lower court, saying in a statement that 
“in light of constifutional principles, it doesn't seem 
reasonable that millions of users are affecfed be¬ 
cause of the inaction of fhe corporation" to hand 
over information to the court. 

Mark Zuckerberg, who heads WhatsApp's parent 
company Facebook, said in a Facebook post that 
the case was related to the company’s attempt to 
guard customers’ data. 

“I am stunned that our efforts to protect people’s 
data would result in such an extreme decision by a 
single judge to punish every person in Brazil who uses 
WhatsApp,” Zuckerberg wrote in his Facebook post. 
“Until today, Brazil has been an ally in creating an 
open Internet," he added. “Brazilians have always 
been among the most passionate in sharing their 
voice online.” 

Brazil's biggest telecoms put up scant fight against 
the judicial order. 

For months they have complained about WhatsApp, 
saying that they lose revenue because clients use its 
free services instead of using the phone companies’ 
own text messaging. But the association represent¬ 
ing the cellphone industry, SindiTelebrazil, denied in 
a statement those companies were the plaintiffs in 
the case. 

Brazilians are among the globe's most voracious us¬ 
ers of social media such as Facebook, WhafsApp 
and Twifter. Many quickly migrated to WhatsApp's 
competitors. Viber said usage in the Brazilian market 
had grown by 2,000 percent in 12 hours, while the 
messaging service Telegram said over 1.5 million new 
Brazilian clients started using it Thursday. 

Technology companies often run into roadblocks in 
Brazil’s complicated legal system, where single judg¬ 
es have in the past tried to block Facebook, Google 
and other services for various reasons, such as failure 
fo remove offensive posts or not handing over user 
information for investigations. 

However, Thursday’s block of WhatsApp appeared 
to be the first time a major online service was blocked 
nationwide. □ 
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M. WEISSENSTEIN 
Associated Press 
HAVANA (AP) — The Unit¬ 
ed States and Cuba have 
struck a deal to allow as 
many as 110 regular air¬ 
line flights a day, allowing 
a surge of American travel 
to Cuba that could even¬ 
tually flood the island with 
hundreds of thousands 
more U.S. visitors a year, of¬ 
ficials said Thursday on the 
anniversary of detente be¬ 
tween the Cold War foes. 
The deal reached Wednes¬ 
day night after three 
days of talks in Washing¬ 
ton opens the way for 
U.S. airlines to negotiate 
with Cuba’s government 
for 20 routes a day to Ha¬ 
vana and 10 to each of 
Cuba’s other nine major 
airports, the State Depart¬ 
ment said. While it will likely 
take months before the first 
commercial flight to Ha¬ 
vana, the reestablishment 
of regular aviation to Cuba 
after half a century will al¬ 
most certainly be the big¬ 
gest business development 
since the two countries be¬ 
gan normalizing relations 
last year. 

Even a fraction of the 
newly allowed number of 
flights would more than 
double current U.S. air traf¬ 
fic to Cuba but it may take 
years to reach that num¬ 
ber. U.S. travel to Cuba has 
risen by more than 50 per¬ 
cent this year alongside an 
even great surge in travel 
from other countries, over¬ 
whelming the country’s 
outmoded tourist infra¬ 
structure. 

Havana’s international air¬ 
port is barely able to acco¬ 
modate current demand 
for flights into the city 
and virtually every hotel is 
booked well into next year. 
It seems almost certain 
that Cuban officials will al¬ 
low new U.S. flights slowly 
in order to make sure the 
government can handle 


the increase in travel. 

The United States and 
Cuba publicly say they’re 
delighted with the state of 
diplomatic relations a year 
after Presidents Barack 
Obama and Raul Castro 
declared the end to more 
than 50 years of official 
hostility. The two countries 
have reopened embassies 
in Havana and Washing¬ 
ton; agreed to a pilot pro¬ 
gram restarting direct mail 
service; signed two deals 
on environmental protec¬ 
tion; and launched talks 
on issues from human rights 
to compensation for U.S. 
properties confiscated by 
Cuba’s revolution. 

“We are advancing our 
shared interests and work¬ 
ing together on complex 
issues that for too long 
defined_and dividedjjs," 
Obama said in a state¬ 
ment issued Thursday. 
“Meanwhile, the United 
States is in a stronger posi¬ 
tion to engage the people 
and governments of our 
hemisphere,” he added. 
“Congress can support a 
better life for the Cuban 
people by lifting an em¬ 
bargo that is a legacy of a 
failed policy.” 

The U.S. secretaries of 
state, commerce and ag¬ 
riculture and the Cuban- 
born deputy secretary of 
homeland security have all 
made official visits to start 
discussions on unsexy but 
vital technical matters like 
produce inspection and 
port regulations. 

Sports and cultural activ¬ 
ity is heating up too. Ha¬ 
vana has been swamped 
by U.S. celebrities. Music 
promoters are jostling to 
hold a U.S. pop concert in 
the capital early next year. 
Major League Baseball 
stars including Cuban-born 
defectors Yasiel Puig and 
Jose Abreu were warmly 
welcomed by the Cuban 
government this week on 


Backdropped by pictures of Cuba's President Raul Castro, former Cuban leader Fidel Castro, 
center, and rebel leader Ernesto Che Guevara, Josefina Vidal, director general of the U.S. 
division at Cuba’s Foreign Ministry, speaks to reporters next to Gustavo Machin, left, Cuba’s 
deputy chief of North American affairs in Havana, Cuba. The United States and Cuba have struck 
a deal to allow as many as 110 regular airline flights a day. (AP Photo/Desmond Boylan) 


a goodwill trip meant to 
pave the way for spring 
training games in Cuba in 


2016. 

But until this week there has 
been virtually no progress 


on business ties, a major 
part of Obama’s new pol¬ 
icy on CubaO 



US-Cuba aviation deal allows 110 scheduled flights a day 
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Haiti leader forms commission to evaluate elections 


DAVID McFADDEN 
Associated Press 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti 
(AP) — Haitian President 


Michel Martelly on Thurs¬ 
day ordered creation of a 
special commission to as¬ 
sess the country’s electoral 
process ahead of a sched¬ 
uled Dec. 27 presidential 
and legislative runoff that 
opposition factions have 
threatened to derail be¬ 
cause of deep suspicions 
of fraud. Martelly, who 
has been ruling by decree 
since January, named five 
members to assess the 
electoral process over the 


SAN JOSE, Costa Rica (AP) 

— A suspect has been ar¬ 
rested in the killing of a 
U.S. social worker found 
stabbed to death at a 
hotel in this Central Ameri¬ 
can capital, authorities 
said this week. 

The 27-year-old suspect 
was identified only by his 
two surnames, Obando 


next three days and then 
make recommendations 
to the Provisional Electoral 
Council and his govern¬ 


ment. He said they would 
have assistance from ex¬ 
perts from the European 
Union and observers from 
the Organization of Ameri¬ 
can States. A broad array 
of rights groups, local elec¬ 
tion monitors and political 
factions has alleged that 
the Oct. 25 presidential 
and legislative elections 
were so badly marred by 
ballot tampering, multiple 
voting and other irregulari¬ 
ties that their validity was in 


Vega. 

The Costa Rican Public 
Ministry told The Associ¬ 
ated Press that the man 
was apparently involved 
in a romantic relationship 
with Sondra Lynn Elizondo, 
a Minnesota native who 
was living in Florida. 
Elizondo worked for Vida 
Volunteer of Merritt island. 


question. 

The No. 2 finisher, Jude 
Celestin, has called the 
officially announced re¬ 


sults a “ridiculous farce” 
and suggested he would 
boycott a runoff with the 
government-backed can¬ 
didate who finished first 
unless a proper review of 
the elections was done 
and changes were made 
to the electoral council 
and police. Celestin has 
not been campaigning in 
recent weeks, but hasn’t 
withdrawn from the runoff. 
The former state construc¬ 
tion chief finished second 


Florida, which organizes 
volunteer medical and 
veterinary missions in Cen¬ 
tral America. She traveled 
frequently to Costa Rica 
and most recently entered 
the country Dec. 5. 
Elizondo was found dead 
with multiple stab wounds 
last week in San Jose. 

The Public Ministry said 


in the initial round of presi¬ 
dential voting behind Mar- 
telly’s pick, political new¬ 
comer Jovenel Moise. 

But the council that over¬ 
sees the electoral process 
has rejected the demands, 
insisting it lacks authority to 
authorize any review of the 
results and saying the Dec. 
27 date was firm. 

Celestin, who has not been 
campaigning forthe runoff, 
could not immediately be 
reached for his response to 
Martelly’s decree. 

It was not clear how the 
members of the evaluation 
commission were chosen 
or what the precise scope 
of their review would be. 
Martelly said his “commis¬ 
sion of evaluation” would 
be tasked with recom¬ 
mending measures to 
“ensure transparency and 
credibility of the electoral 
process." 

The panel includes Patrick 
Aris of the Episcopal Con¬ 
ference of Haiti, which has 
been sharply critical of this 
year’s elections, as well as 
Rosny Desroches, direc¬ 
tor of a Haitian observer 
group, and former Port-au- 
Prince Mayor Joseph Em¬ 
manuel Charlemagne. 

The two presidential can¬ 
didates expected to com¬ 
pete in the runoff could 
have a representative 
monitor the commission’s 
work, according to the 
presidential decreeO 


Obando Vega was de¬ 
tained Dec. 10 at a su¬ 
permarket in a northern 
district of the capital. 
Later, accompanied by 
a defense lawyer, he de¬ 
clined to make a state¬ 
ment. He was ordered to 
remain behind bars for six 
months while authorities 
investigate.^ 


Colombia Supreme 
Court absolves army 
colonel in 1985 raid 

LIBARDO CARDONA 
Associated Press 
BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) — 

Colombia’s Supreme Court 
on Wednesday threw out 
the conviction of an out¬ 
spoken army colonel who 
had been found guilty of 
forcibly “disappearing" 
several people taken alive 
during a 1985 army raid on 
the high court after it was 
seized by guerrillas. 

On a 5-3 vote, justices ruled 
there wasn’t sufficient evi¬ 
dence that now retired 
Col. Alfonso Plazas was 
responsible for the disap¬ 
pearance of two people 
— a rebel and a cafeteria 
worker — who were escort¬ 
ed alive from the building 
during the 48-hour standoff 
and never seen again. 
President Juan Manuel 
Santos this year apolo¬ 
gized for the deadly siege 
in compliance with an In¬ 
ter-American Court of Hu¬ 
man Rights ruling that con¬ 
demned the government 
for the disappearance of 
12 people. Authorities re¬ 
cently located in a gov¬ 
ernment warehouse and 
a potter's cemetery in Bo¬ 
gota the remains of three 
people who were shown 
on video being escorted 
alive from the court build¬ 
ing. 

Plazas, who has been 
held the past eight years 
in a military barracks, has 
always maintained his in¬ 
nocence and stuck by his 
controversial declaration 
at the time of the assault 
that he was defending de¬ 
mocracy. 

“With this ruling, the Co¬ 
lombian justice system 
is redeeming itself,” Pla¬ 
zas told Caracol TV upon 
learning of the decision. “I 
want my children to know 
that their father fought for 
Colombia.”□ 



Demonstrators chant anti-electoral council slogans during a protest against the country’s 
electoral council to mark the 25th anniversary of first democratic election in 1990, in Port-au- 
Prince, Haiti, Wednesday, Dec. 16, 2015. (AP Photo/Dieu Nalio Chery) 


Costa Rica detains suspect in killing of US woman 



















Loyal Visitors Honored at the Divi Phoenix Beach Resort 




PALM BEACH - Recently the 
Aruba Tourism Authority 
had the great pleasure of 
honoring a group of loyal 
and friendly visitors of Aruba 
at the Divi Phoenix Beach 


Resort as Distinguished Visi¬ 
tors and Goodwill Ambas¬ 
sadors. The symbolic hon¬ 
orary titles are presented in 
the name of the Minister of 
Tourism as tokens of appre¬ 
ciation to guests who visit 
Aruba for 10-to-19 and 20- 
34 consecutive years. 

The honorees were Mr. 
Lester Streeter of Massa¬ 
chusetts, Mr. Elwood and 
Mrs. Fran Streeter of Mas¬ 
sachusetts, Mr. Robert and 
Mrs. Ann Maccini of New 
Hampshire, Mr. John and 
Mrs. Diane Gilbert of Penn¬ 
sylvania, Mr. Phil and Mrs. 
Patricia Senneway of Penn¬ 
sylvania, Mr. Fred and Mr. 
Dale Kladder of Indiana, 
and Mr. Daniel and Mrs. 


Deborah Delorenzo of New 
Jersey. All of the honor¬ 
ees are loyal guests of the 
Divi Phoenix and they love 
Aruba very much because 
of the friendly people, the 
weather, the beaches, the 
restaurants, the Casinos, 
and just about everything 
else! They say Aruba feels 
like a second home where 
the people are like fam¬ 
ily to them, and the Divi 
Phoenix is truly their ‘home- 
away-from-home.' 

The certificates were pre¬ 
sented by Ms. Marouska 
Heyliger representing the 
Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity together with family 
and friends from the Divi 
Phoenix. □ 
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Loyal Visitors 
Honored by 
ATA at the 
Manchebo 
Beach Resort 

PALM BEACH - Recently 
the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity had the great plea¬ 
sure of honoring a group 
of loyal and friendly visi¬ 
tors of Aruba at the Man¬ 
chebo Beach Resort as 
Distinguished Visitors. The 
symbolic honorary title is 
presented in the name of 
the Minister of Tourism as 
a token of appreciation 
to guests who visit Aruba 
for 10-to-19 consecutive 
years. 

The honorees were Mr. Da¬ 
vid and Mrs. Sandra Hu- 
band of Virginia. 

David and Sandra are loy- 
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al guests of the Manchebo 
Beach Resort and they love 
Aruba very much because 
of the friendly people, the 
weather, the beaches, the 
restaurants, the Casinos, 
and just about everything 
else! They say Aruba feels 
like a second home where 
the people are like family 


to them, and the Manche¬ 
bo Beach Resort is truly their 
‘home-away-from-home.’ 
The certificates were pre¬ 
sented by Ms. Marouska 
Heyliger representing the 
Aruba Tourism Authority 
together with Carla and 
GM Edgar Roeloff from the 
Manchebo Beach ResortQ 
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Support Aramis and friends at the Donkey Sanctuary Aruba! 


ORANJESTAD - We would 
like to introduce Aramis to 
you, one of the donkeys 
that has found a home at 
the Aruba Donkey Sanctu¬ 
ary. We have never seen a 
donkey that was so easily 
accepted by the herd as 
Aramis. Normally it takes 
quite a while before the 
herd accepts a newco¬ 
mer, but with Aramis and 
his friend Ninja it went 
without a hitch. We only 
separated them for one 
night, but one noticed that 
the herd was not oppo¬ 
sed to this gorgeous, dark 
grey donkey. So put into 
the herd, and loving eve¬ 
ry moment at the Aruba 
Donkey Sanctuary. Aramis 
can look forward to stay¬ 
ing a long, long time with 
us, as he is just four years 
old. 

This beautiful donkey has 
been provided with a 
chip, just like all the other 
donkeys. On the chip is 
information about the 
donkey and its medical 


history. The donkeys at 
the sanctuary have a lot 
of friends with whom they 
can play all day long. And 
they love living there: they 


pensive customers for the 
sanctuary. 

The volunteers are trying to 
cover the various costs with 
all kinds of activities and 


a donkey, who buy some¬ 
thing at the donkey shop 
or who make a donation. 
Thus they help support us. 
Everyone is welcome to 


til 3. Entry is free of charge 
and one can enjoy a soft 
drink, a cup of coffee or a 
refreshing ice cream. 

The volunteers of the sanc¬ 
tuary are hoping that 
somebody will adopt this 
friendly, lovely donkey. 
Of course the donkey will 
keep on living at the sanc¬ 
tuary; you only need to 
pay AWG. 30,-- per month 
for the donkey’s keep. 
With this amount you help 
support the sanctuary as 
well as your own donkey. 
And you will receive a 
beautiful certificate and 
a super T-shirt and your 
name and photo will be 
posted on our website. So 
please call the sanctuary 
at 593-2933; you can also 
register via the website 
www.arubandonkey.org 
or donate money on bank 
account number 40.03.025 
at the Aruba Bank! Just do 
it! Would you like to follow 
the donkeys on Facebook: 
surf to Donkey Sanctuary 
Aruba please.Q 



are well-cared for, they the sale of great donkey visit the sanctuary, which 
are fed and watered and memorabilia in the shop, has opening hours from 9 
when they are sick the vet Fortunately, there are also am until 4 pm and in the 
is called. Yes, they are ex- visitors who wish to adopt weekend from 10 am un- 
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Enjoy Aruba’s One and Only Ice Rink at Taste of Belgium! 



PALM BEACH -Taste of 
Belgium is the home 
of Aruba’s one and 
only ice rink during 
the holiday season! 

This December month 
will be celebrated in 
winter style with out¬ 
door ice skating and 
plenty of holiday sea¬ 
son events. Taste of 
Belgium is thrilled to 
be the home of the 
ice skating rink in the 
heart of the High rise 
hotel area. 

The Ice Rink is part of 
Taste of Belgium's hol¬ 
iday season theme 
and it offers a unique 
setting to celebrate 
the season in a cosy 
winter style under 
the sun. Taste of Bel¬ 
gium is located at the Palm 
Beach Plaza shopping cen¬ 
ter, and it is truly a perfect 
place to enjoy the magic 
of the season with your 
family, friends, colleagues. 


or romantic dates. The 
charming x-mas decora¬ 
tions and festive lights add 
on to that special season’s 
spirit that we all treasure. 
Ice angels are invited to 
skate 15 minutes for only 5 


AFL per skater (skate rental 
included). For a group of 
10 or more people (max. 
20), some cool group dis¬ 
counts are available for 
all this frigid fun. If you are 
interested in bringing your 


whole party to celebrate 
birthdays, special events, 
private parties or corpo¬ 
rate holiday gatherings, the 
rink is available at exclusive 
rental packages. 

Holiday music, games, car¬ 


olers and so much 
more will flurry around 
you as you enjoy ice- 
skating on Aruba! En¬ 
joy the traditional pea 
soup, hot chocolate 
milk, tasty cheese fon¬ 
due, specialty wines, 
Belgian beers and 
much more good¬ 
ies that will complete 
your perfect season’s 
feel.To avoid any ice 
avalanche of skaters 
at the rink, it is sug¬ 
gested you make ad¬ 
vance reservations for 
your private party or 
group events. 

Skaters of all ages and 
skill levels are invited 
to chill out as they 
glide, spin and turn 
at the ice rink, open 
daily from 4pm - 10pm. 
Reservations are preferred: 
iceska ting aruba@g mail, 
com 

Or call: (+297) 660-0116 
www.tasteofbelgium.awQ 


Kukoo Kunuku Serves Up Fun and Laughter in Aruba! 


PALM BEACH - Born out of 
the dreams of a couple 
who escaped south for the 
winter and never left, Ku¬ 
koo Kunuku is the place on 
Aruba to find great food 
and make fun memories 
with the people around 
you. 

Kukoo Kunuku offers party 
bus tours and other adven¬ 
tures that take guests on a 
whirlwind tour of □some of 
Aruba’s best sites as well 
as fun places where they 
can relax and grab a drink. 
Kukoo Kunuku is staffed 
by an eclectic mix of val¬ 


ued employees as diverse 
and interesting as Aruba 
itself. Their motto speaks 
for itself and is echoed by 
the experiences of taking 
a tour with them-”The per¬ 
fect way for the old and 
the reckless and the young 
and the restless to spend 
an evening in Paradise.” 
Aruba’s latest dinner under 
the stars location, Casibari 
Grill, is now featured on the 
Kukoo Kunuku Dinner and 
Barhopping Tour. Kukoo 
Kunuku guests can now 
enjoy a great local BBQ 
meal with all the trimmings 




before embarking on a 
fun barhopping and night¬ 
life adventure. The newly 
renovated Casibari, is now 
open to the public seven 
days a week serving deli¬ 
cious drinks and an excit¬ 
ing array of menu options. 
It is full of character with an 
atmosphere that can't be 


beat anywhere else on the 
island! 

Take the opportunity to 
dance, drink, talk, and en¬ 
joy the music at Casibari 
Grill when you stop by on 
a Kukoo Kunuku tour the 
next time you are in Aruba. 
More information and re¬ 
views of Kukoo Kunuku can 


be found on TripAdvisor- it 
comes highly recommend¬ 
ed from travelers all around 
the world! 

For more information or to 
make reservations, please 
contact the Kukoo Kunuku 
at (297) 586-2010 or visit 
the website www.kukooku- 
nuku.comlQ 
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Lindsey Vonn of the United States is airborne during a women's World Cup downhill training in Val d'lsere, France, Thursday, Dec. 17, 


JEROME PUGMIRE 

AP Sports Writer 

VAL D’ISERE, France (AP) — 

Lindsey Vonn was on such 
good form when posting 
the fastest time in a down¬ 
hill training run on Thursday 
that she eased up before 
the line. 

The Oreiller Killy course at 
the French Alpine resort of 
Val d’lsere has long been 
one of the former Olympic 
champion’s favorites — 
and it showed. 

Despite standing up out of 
her tuck position and drop¬ 
ping her arms for the final 
few meters, she placed 
.32 seconds ahead of Swiss 
skier Lara Gut and .89 clear 
of Tina Weirather of Liech¬ 


tenstein. 

“I just like going fast, I love 
my job,” a smiling Vonn 
said at the finish. 

She has good reason to 
smile, having won four 
races already this season 
to extend her women’s re¬ 
cord to 71. 

Next up is a World Cup 
super-combined on Friday 

— downhill and then slalom 

— followed by Saturday’s 
downhill, where she will be 
odds-on favorite. 

“I'm not unbeatable," said 
the 31-year-old American, 
who won last year’s down¬ 
hill at Val d’lsere. 

Vonn is chasing a fifth over¬ 
all World Cup title and first 
since 2012 — before her 


career was threatened by 
two knee operations in the 
aftermath of her crash at 
the 2013 world champion¬ 
ships. 

“Karma comes back in the 
end, if you work hard,” she 
said. “I had a really good 
feeling when I was train¬ 
ing at home in Vail (Colo¬ 
rado) with some of the 
Austrian men and some of 
the American men. Usually 
if I’m on the same page 
as the men I have a good 
season.” 

Winning two downhills and 
a Super-G at Lake Lou¬ 
ise and a giant slalom last 
weekend in the Swedish re¬ 
sort of Are shows that she is 
very much on track. 


Gut, her most dangerous 
rival because she’s doing 
all five disciplines, is already 
128 points behind. 

There appears little other 
competition, with longtime 
rival Tina Maze taking the 
year off and defending 
overall champion Anna 
Fenninger facing a year 
out with a knee injury. 

When Vonn won a downhill 
in Val d’lsere 10 years ago 
to the day, she was pre¬ 
sented with a cow. 

“I remember the weather 
being really bad and Jan- 
ica (Kostelic) was trying to 
make me nervous,” Vonn 
said. “But I knew there was 
a cow in the finish and 
that’s what I wanted to 


2015. 

(AP Photo/Pier Marco Tacca) 

win.” 

Vonn recounts how Kostelic 
tried — and failed — to put 
her off with mind games. 

“It was like a blizzard and 
she was like ‘Oh, I don’t 
know if we’re going to race, 
I don’t know if I’m going to 
race, maybe you shouldn’t 
race,”’ Vonn said. “(But) I 
was too smart for that.” 
Vonn won downhill again 
at Val d’lsere in 2006 and 
2010, adding super-combi 
wins in 2009 and 2010. 

But another win in Friday's 
super-combi could prove 
complicated considering 
that her previous slalom win 
was six years ago. 

Continued on Page 18 
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Vonn Goes Fastest in World Cup Downhill Training 



Continued from Page 17 

“I’m 1,000 percent winging 
it,” Vonn said.Vonn had 
waited several minutes be¬ 
fore racing after watching 
fellow American Stacey 
Cook crash spectacularly 
into the safety netting. 

“I just got a bit of unex¬ 
pected air,” Cook told The 
Associated Press. “I was 
going quite a bit faster and 
didn’t realize that would 
have as much effect as it 
did."Cook was unharmed, 
but it took safety workers 
several minutes to free her 


from the meshing. 

“I literally could not even 
move my head in the 
fence, I was so stuck, 
couldn't move at all," she 
said. “They couldn’t get 
my skis off because I was 
too far away from them. So 
it was like a little fly trap.” 
Yet Cook says such crashes 
can have a positive effect. 
“Sometimes it can actually 
give you confidence fhaf 
you can crash so hard and 
actually still be fine," she 
said. “A weird kind of confi¬ 
dence that you can (push) 
it a little bit more.’O 


Lara Gut of Switzerland is airborne during a women’s World 
Cup downhill training in Val d'lsere, France, Thursday, Dec. 17, 
2015. 

(AP Photo/Pier Marco Tacca) 



Norway, US dominate Val 
Gardena downhill training 


United States's Steven Nyman 
is airborne during a training 
session for a men's World Cup 
downhill in Val Gardena, Italy, 
Thursday, Dec. 17, 2015. 

(AP Photo/Shinichiro Tanaka) 

VAL GARDENA, Italy (AP) 

— Aksel Lund Svindal led 
the way again as Nor¬ 
way and the United States 
claimed the top four spots 
in the final training session 
on Thursday for the classic 
World Cup downhill on the 
Saslong course. 

Svindal enjoyed a 0.24 sec¬ 
onds advantage over Nor¬ 
wegian teammate Kjetil 
Jansrud. 


Aiming to tie the record 
with his fourth win in this 
race, Steven Nyman stood 
third, with fellow American 
Travis Ganong fourth. 

Wiley Maple, another 
American, clocked the fifth 
fastest time but he missed 
a gate. 

Svindal, the two-time over¬ 
all World Cup champion, 
has won three super-Gs on 
the Saslong but never the 
downhill. He also led the 
opening training session on 
Wednesday. 

A super-G is scheduled 
for Friday followed by the 
downhill on Saturday. Q 
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US celebrates Wambach’s final game, but falls 1 -O to China 



U.S. forward Abby Wambach reacts during the first half of an international friendly soccer match 
against China in New Orleans, Wednesday, Dec. 16, 2015. Wambach was playing in her final in¬ 
ternational match. 

(AP Photo/Gerald Herbert) 


BRETT MARTEL 

AP Sports Writer 

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Abby 

Wambach walked off fhe 

field for the final time like a 

rock star — mic drop and 

all. 

It sounded as if she was 
ready to party like one, too. 
She wasn't able to leave 
with a victory in her final 
game with the U.S. national 
team. China’s 1-0 win on 
Wednesday night — the 
U.S. team’s first home loss 
in more than a decade — 
wasn’t going to diminish 
the triumphant nature of 
Wambach's extraordinary 
career. 

“Tonight is a celebration,” 
Wambach asserted. “The 
result, obviously, is annoy¬ 
ing. It would be better if we 
had won, but the reality is I 
played in so many games. 
This result doesn’t shape or 
determine or define my ca¬ 
reer.” 

Wambach said her team¬ 
mates apologized profuse¬ 
ly to her afterward, but she 
told them, “There's nothing 
to be sorry about. Today 
wasn't about getting a re¬ 
sult.” 

Wambach played into the 
72nd minute, managing 
two threatening headers 
and a shot on goal from 
inside the penalty area 
before subbing out of a 
match for the final time. 

“It's kind of symbolic; I get 
70 minutes and we don’t 
score a goal,” Wambach 
said, alluding to why it's 
time for her, at 35, to retire. 
The career scoring leader 
in international play — for 
men and women, with 
184 goals— kicked off her 
cleats and hugged each 
teammate on the field be¬ 
fore walking to the bench. 


smiling, to embrace her 
coaches and remaining 
teammates as the crowd 
chanted her name. 

“I love this team,” Wam¬ 
bach said in comments 
delivered on the field to 
fans after the game. “It has 
been my pleasure and my 
honor to represent you all, 
the fans, for as long as I’ve 
been able to. ... The future 
is so bright. 

These women are going to 
kill it." 

And she made it clear that, 
despite the loss, it was time 
to celebrate, saying, “Bour¬ 
bon Street, watch out,” 
before dropping the mi¬ 
crophone and walking off 
alone as her teammates 
waited behind, applauding 
with the rest of the crowd. 
China scored in the 58th 
minute, when forward 
Wang Shuang volleyed in a 
bounding cross from Wang 


Shanshan. 

The U.S., which won the 
Women's World Cup this 
summer, had gone 104 
home games without losing 
since falling to Denmark in 
2004. 

Kristine Lilly and Mia Hamm 
started that 3-1 loss Den¬ 
mark in Philadelphia, while 
Wambach came in as a 
sub. The U.S. women had 
gone 91-0-13 since. 

The Americans nearly tied 
China in the 87th minute 
when Lindsey Horan beat 
goalkeeper Zhao Lina, but 
Horan was ruled just a step 
offside when she received 
the pass from Christen Press. 
That was the closest of sev¬ 
eral near misses. 

Horan’s header forced a 
diving save by Lina in the 
82nd minute. In the 84th 
minute, Carli Lloyd’s pass 
sent Press into the penalty 
area for a hard drive from 


the left side. But Press, who 
had subbed in for Wam¬ 
bach, shot it right at Lina. 
In added time, Emily Son- 
nett's header went just 
over the cross bar. 

The game wrapped up the 
U.S.’s nine-game “Victory 
Tour” in which it went 7-1 -1, 
outscoring opponents 40-3. 
Wambach got her 10th 
start of the year in her send- 
off game and also was des¬ 
ignated the captain. 

It was apparent from the 
outset that the Americans’ 
plan of attack was based in 
part on sending high cross¬ 
es into the penalty area in 
hopes of connecting with 
Wambach for one of her 
trademark headers. She 
put two headers toward 
goal in the first 2 minutes, 
but both were blocked 
away by defenders. 

“We really wanted to get 
her a goal. She did well. 


had a few chances,” Lloyd 
said. “It’s unfortunate to 
lose the match but at the 
same time this is a cele¬ 
bration of Abby and what 
she's done for the team 
and I think that's what mat¬ 
ters.” 

In the 30th minute, Wam¬ 
bach was able to sidestep 
a defender and attempt 
a lunging toe-poke from 
about 10 yards out, but 
couldn’t muster the power 
or placement to beat Lina. 
Some of the greats in wom¬ 
en’s soccer were drawn to 
the Superdome for Wam¬ 
bach’s 255th game with 
the national team, includ¬ 
ing Hamm and Brandi 
Chastain, who starred on 
the 1999 World Cup-win¬ 
ning squad. 

A festive crowd of nearly 
33,000 acknowledged 
Wambach at seemingly 
every opportunity. 

U.S. Soccer Federation ban¬ 
ners lining field-level walls 
and covering the tunnels 
to the locker rooms read, 
“Only one Abby." And 
when the teams took the 
field shortly before kickoff, 
fans along the sideline held 
up yellow and black cards 
with the same slogan. 
Before the starting lineups 
were announced, the USSF 
presented Wambach with 
a rendering of her famous, 
tying goal on a header 
against Brazil in the 2011 
World Cup. Just below 
the image was the word, 
“POWER." U.S. coach Jill 
Ellis expressed confidence 
that the younger play¬ 
ers for which Wambach 
paved the way will step up 
to fill the void as the team 
prepares to qualify for next 
summer’s Olympic Games 
in Rio de Janeiro. □ 
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Chelsea fires Mourinho over ‘palpable discord’ with players 


ROB HARRIS 
AP Sports Writer 
LONDON (AP) — Jose 
Mourinho’s “palpable dis¬ 
cord" with Chelsea players 


forced the club to abrupt¬ 
ly end his second spell 
as manager on Thursday 
with the team languishing 
just above the relegation 
zone only seven months 
after winning the Premier 
League. 

Mourinho's departure 


came 2 1/2 years after his 
return to Stamford Bridge 
and only four months into 
a new four-year contract 
signed after winning his 


third league title with Chel¬ 
sea. 

Despite a succession of 
humiliating results, the 
52-year-old coach had 
been defiantly insisting he 
was the right man to over¬ 
see the team. 

But Chelsea owner Roman 


Abramovich decided he 
could not risk keeping the 
fans' favorite in the dug- 
out as the mid-way point 
of the season approaches 


with Chelsea only a point 
above the relegation zone. 
“It was a decision taken to 
protect the interests of the 
club," Chelsea technical 
director Michael Emenalo 
said. “Whilst there is huge 
sentiment for the individual 
who has done so much for 


the club, the fact of the 
matter remains that Chel¬ 
sea Football Club is in trou¬ 
ble. 

“The results are not good. 
There obviously seemed 
to be a palpable discord 
between manager and 
players. And we feel it was 
time to act. The owner is 
forced to make what was 
a very tough decision for 
the good of the club.” 

The worst-ever start for 
a defending champi¬ 
on team in the Premier 
League was compounded 
on Monday by a 2-1 loss at 
surprise leader Leicester. 
After the match, Mourinho 
said he was “betrayed” by 
his players — exposing a 
dressing room rift. 

“This is essentially the same 
group of players who 
won the league and the 
League Cup last season. 
They did in style and they 
did it by showing com¬ 
mitment and by sweat¬ 
ing tears and blood for 
the club when needed," 
Emenalo said in a Chelsea 
website interview. 

“The players have a re¬ 
sponsibility to go out and 
prove everybody wrong 
and show a certain level 
of commitment ... to try to 
get the club up the league 
table.” 

The personal conduct of 


the self-styled “Special 
One” was also proving 
damaging to Chelsea, 
with Mourinho engaging 
in public spats with ref¬ 
erees, a television rights 
holder and even the club’s 
doctor over the last year. 
Chelsea is engaged in an 
ongoing legal battle with 
Dr. Eva Carneiro after she 
was publicly criticized and 
then demoted following 
Mourinho's opening-day 
outburst. 

Now it is Mourinho leaving 
Chelsea, with Russian bil¬ 
lionaire Abramovich pre¬ 
paring for his 10th mana¬ 
gerial appointment since 
buying the team in 2003 
and transforming its for¬ 
tunes with a huge injection 
of cash. 

Emenalo indicated that 
one of the “quality coach¬ 
es embedded" at Chel¬ 
sea would be in tempo¬ 
rary charge for Saturday's 
home match against 
Sunderland, with the 
club “working vigorously 
and actively" to appoint 
Mourinho’s successor. 

First hired by Chelsea in 
2004, the Portuguese end¬ 
ed a 50-year league title 
drought and defended 
the trophy among other 
successes before losing a 
power struggle three years 
later with Abramovich. □ 



Chelsea manager Jose Mourinho waves to fans at Stamford Bridge Stadium in London. 
Mourinho’s “palpable discord’’ with Chelsea players forced the club to abruptly end his second 
spell as manager on Thursday with the team languishing just above the relegation zone only 


seven months after winning the Premier League. 


(AP Photo/Matt Dunham) 


AC Milan through to Cup quarters with 2-0 win over Sampdoria 


DANIELLA MATAR 
Associated Press 
MILAN (AP) — AC Milan is 
through to the Italian Cup 
quarterfinals after winning 
2-0 at 10-man Sampdoria, 
Rossoneri coach Sinisa Mi- 
hajlovic's former team. 
M’Baye Niang broke the 
deadlock five minutes af¬ 
ter the break, beating the 
offside trap to run onto 
Carlos Bacca's through- 
ball and fire into the bot¬ 
tom left corner. 

Bacca sealed the result 


in stoppage time, thanks 
to an assist from Keisuke 
Honda, after Samp had 
missed clearcut chances 
to level. 

Sampdoria's hopes of a 
comeback started to fade 
when defender Ervin Zu- 
kanovic was dismissed in 
the 64th minute for picking 
up two yellow cards in a 
matter of seconds — hav¬ 
ing said something to the 
referee, moments after 
being booked for a foul. 
Milan will fancy its chanc¬ 


es of reaching the final. If 
it beats relegation-threat¬ 
ened Carpi, it will face 
the winner of the match 
between the two lower- 
division sides left in the 
competition — Alessan¬ 
dria and Spezia. 

Earlier, Lazio came from 
behind to beat 10-man 
Udinese 2-1 to book a 
quarterfinal tie against Ju- 
ventus — a rematch of last 
season’s final. 

Udinese scored a stunning 
opener in the 67th minute. 


Panagiotis Kone flicked up 
Giovanni Pasquale’s cross 
from the left before swivel¬ 
ing and volleying into the 
far top corner. 

The visitors’ lead lasted just 
three minutes before Ales¬ 
sandro Matri levelled with 
Udinese down to 10 men 
after substitute Rodrigo 
Aguirre had left the pitch 
for treatment on an injury 
— shortly after coming off 
the bench. 

Aguirre tried to play on but 
had to admit defeat, leav¬ 


ing Udinese at a numerical 
disadvantage for the rest 
of the match as its three 
substitutions had already 
been made. 

Lazio scored the winner 
11 minutes from time. Udi- 
nese’s 18-year-old goal¬ 
keeper Alex Meret did 
well to deny Abdoulay 
Konko but could do noth¬ 
ing about Danilo Cataldi’s 
header from point-blank 
range — although the 
Lazio midfielder appeared 
to be offside. □ 
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NBA Roundup: 

Thompson’s 27-point third quarter leads Warriors past Suns 



Golden State Warriors’ Klay Thompson, right, shoots over 
Phoenix Suns’ Jon Leuer during the first half of an NBA 
basketball game Wednesday, Dec. 16, 2015, in Oakland, Calif. 

(AP Photo/Ben Margot) 

from its two-week trip that 
ended with its lone defeat, 
108-95 on Saturday night at 
Milwaukee. That also end¬ 
ed a 28-game overall win¬ 
ning streak by the Warriors, 
second-longest in NBA his¬ 
tory. 

Draymond Green had 16 
points, 11 rebounds and 10 
assists for his fourth triple¬ 
double this season. 

Mirza Teletovic scored 24 
points off the bench to 


OAKLAND, California (AP) 

— Klay Thompson scored 
27 of his season-high 43 
points in the third quarter 
as the Golden State War¬ 
riors responded to their first 
loss after a 24-0 start by 
beating the Phoenix Suns 
128-103 on Wednesday 
night. 

Stephen Curry added 25 
points on 10-of-14 shooting 
and seven assists as Gold¬ 
en State returned home 


Rask, Bruins blank Penguins 3-0 


BOSTON (AP) — Tuukka 
Rask stopped 34 shots for 
his fourth shutout of the 
season and Jimmy Hayes 
ended a 15-game goal 
drought as the Boston Bru¬ 
ins beat Pittsburgh 3-0 on 
Wednesday, keeping new 
Penguins coach Mike Sul¬ 
livan winless after his first 
two games. 

Max Talbot and Ryan 
Spooner also scored, while 
Finland’s Rask got his 30th 
career shutout. 

Pittsburgh backup goalie 
Jeff Zatkoff had 26 saves 
as the Penguins lost for the 
seventh time in nine games 
(2-4-3). 


Sullivan replaced fired 
coach Mike Johnston on 
Saturday, and Pittsburgh 
lost 4-1 to Washington in his 
debut Monday night. 

In the day’s other game, 
Braden Holtby made 26 
saves to help the Washing¬ 
ton Capitals to a 2-1 home 
win over the Ottawa Sena¬ 
tors. 

Holtby lowered his NHL- 
best goals-against aver¬ 
age to 1.83. He has allowed 
three goals in his last three 
games, making 35 saves in 
a 2-1 victory at Tampa Bay 
on Saturday night and 44 
in Monday’s victory over 
Pittsburgh.Q 


lead the Suns, whose poor 
showing sent the sellout 
crowd to the exits midway 
through the fourth. 

San Antonio’s Kawhi Leon¬ 
ard scored 27 points as the 
Spurs set a club record with 
their 23rd straight home vic¬ 
tory, rolling past the Wash¬ 
ington Wizards 114-95. 
LaMarcus Aldridge added 
14 points and Manu Gino- 
bili and Patty Mills each 
had 11 for San Antonio. The 
Spurs are 14-0 at home and 
22-5 overall. 

John Wall and Marcin Gor- 
tat had 20 points each for 
the Wizards. 

In New York, Dwyane 
Wade scored 10 of his 28 
points in the fourth quarter, 
and Hassan Whiteside had 
20 points and 13 rebounds 
to help the Miami Heat 
beat the Brooklyn Nets 104- 


98. Goran Dragic added 
16 points, Gerald Green 
had 13 and Justise Winslow 
11 for Miami in the Heat’s 
third straight victory. Brook 
Lopez scored 25 points, 
and Jarrett Jack had 22 
points and 10 assists for the 
Nets. They dropped the fi¬ 
nal three games of their six- 
game homestand. 

The Los Angeles Clippers 
overcame center DeAndre 
Jordan’s ejection to down 
the Milwaukee Bucks 103- 
90 after Chris Paul had 21 
points and eight assists. 
Jordan had nine points 
and eight rebounds in 18 
minutes. He left with 6:49 
remaining in the third af¬ 
ter getting a pair technical 
fouls from referee Marc Da¬ 
vis with the Clippers leading 
66-52. The calls stemmed 
from a battle over a loose 


ball with Bucks guard Mi¬ 
chael Carter-Williams. 
Carmelo Anthony had 20 
points, 15 rebounds and 
nine assists for the Knicks 
and Arron Afflalo scored 
29 points as New York beat 
the Minnesota Timber- 
wolves 107-102. 

Kristaps Porzingis had 11 
points, six rebounds, six 
blocks and three assists 
for the Knicks in his first 
matchup against fellow 
rookie and No. 1 pick Karl- 
Anthony Towns. Oklahoma 
City’s Kevin Durant scored 
24 points to lead the Thun¬ 
der past the Portland Trail 
Blazers 106-90 for their sixth 
straight victory, while Jim¬ 
my Butler scored 24 points 
and Derrick Rose added 19 
as the Chicago Bulls beat 
the Memphis Grizzlies 98- 
85.Q 
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‘Concussion’ movie subject exaggerated role, researchers say 


JIMMY GOLEN 
AP Sports Writer 
BOSTON (AP) — In the trail¬ 
er for the movie “Concus¬ 
sion," star Will Smith says: 
“I found a disease that no 
one has ever seen." 

It’s a claim the real-life doc¬ 
tor portrayed by Smith, fo¬ 
rensic pathologist Bennet 
Omalu, has himself made 


for years, giving a detailed 
description about how he 
came to name that dis¬ 
ease “chronic traumatic 
encephalopathy." 

But Omalu neither dis¬ 
covered the disease nor 
named it, according to 
scientific journals and brain 
researchers who were inter¬ 
viewed by The Associated 
Press. And though no one 
doubts that Omalu’s diag¬ 
nosis of Pittsburgh Steelers 
center Mike Webster was 
pivotal in understanding 
the dangers of football, 
fellow researchers and a 
medical ethicist say Omalu 
goes too far when he pub¬ 
licly takes credit for naming 
or discovering CTE. 

“It’s just not true, and I think 
he knows that,” said William 
Stewart, a neuropatholo¬ 
gist at Queen Elizabeth Uni¬ 


versity Hospital in Glasgow, 
Scotland. 

“Chronic traumatic en¬ 
cephalopathy has been 
around for decades. It’s 
not a new term,” Stewart 
said. “The only thing I would 
say that Bennet has done 
is that he identified it in an 
American footballer.” 

In a telephone call to the 


AP on Thursday, Omalu an¬ 
grily defended his work and 
attributed the criticisms to 
“people historically who 
have made a systematic 
attempt to discredit me, 
and to marginalize me.” 
“This is totally false. And 
write that in a big font, that 
it is totally and completely 
false,” he shouted into the 
phone. “There is a good 
deal of jealousy and envy 
in my field. For me to come 
out and discover the para¬ 
digm shift, it upset some 
people. I am well aware of 
that." Sony Pictures, which 
will release “Concussion” 
on Christmas Day, issued a 
statement on Thursday that 
also noted “competing in¬ 
terests and agendas” in the 
field. 

“It is not surprising that there 
are those that are still try¬ 


ing to undermine Dr. Om¬ 
alu’s work,” Sony Pictures 
spokeswoman Jean Guerin 
said. “What is beyond dis¬ 
pute is that Dr. Omalu’s dis¬ 
covery shined a light on a 
reality that the NFL ignored 
for too long and continues 
to play out every Sunday.” 
With its marquee star and 
holiday release, “Concus¬ 


sion” is certain to revive that 
debate. Dozens of former 
football players have been 
posthumously diagnosed 
with CTE after descending 
into lives of depression, al¬ 
cohol or drug abuse, vio¬ 
lent behavior and even sui¬ 
cide. 

And what is also beyond 
dispute is the personal strug¬ 
gle Omalu went through 
after the NFL sought to dis¬ 
credit his research rather 
than confront the threat to 
long-term health of its play¬ 
ers. 

But the new complaints 
about Omalu are not from 
the league and its support¬ 
ers, they come from fellow 
researchers who say he is 
claiming credit he doesn’t 
deserve. This time, the 
quarrel seems to center on 
what it means to discover 


a disease, and what it is to 
name it. 

In a 2013 talk that is view¬ 
able on YouTube, Omalu 
claims he came up with the 
name CTE after discovering 
the disease in Webster’s 
brain: “I said to myself ... 
you need to give it a name. 
You need to give it a sexy 
name. You need to give it 


a name that has a good 
acronym that people will 
remember, even a 3-year- 
old kid would remember. 
That is how ‘CTE’ came 
about.” 

In the PBS documentary 
“League of Denial," Omalu 
also claims credit for dis¬ 
covering and naming the 
disease. 

“Name it a disease; give 
it a name. Present it as a 
disease; package it,” said 
Omalu, who has a busi¬ 
ness degree along with 
his medical credentials. 
“'Chronic' means long¬ 
term. ‘Traumatic’ means 
it’s associated with trauma. 
‘Encephalopathy’ means 
a bad brain. So I had both 
ends covered.” 

At the time of Webster’s au¬ 
topsy, though, the disease 
had been known by that 


name for decades. 
Originally studied in boxers 
in the 1920s as dementia 
pugilistica, the seminal work 
on the disease came from 
British neurologist Macdon¬ 
ald Critchley, who in 1949 
wrote a paper entitled: 
“Punch-drunk syndromes: 
the chronic traumatic en¬ 
cephalopathy of boxers.” 
By Webster's death on 
Sept. 24, 2002, the disease 
had been diagnosed not 
just in individual boxers but 
in rugby and soccer play¬ 
ers, epileptics and others 
with illnesses that resulted 
in head-banging, and an 
alcoholic circus clown who 
was knocked unconscious 
a dozen times as the sub¬ 
ject of a dwarf-tossing rou¬ 
tine. 

“(Omalu) must know that 
this pathology existed for 
many decades before,” 
Stewart said. “Otherwise he 
wouldn't know what to be 
looking for.” 

Asked to specify precisely 
what his discovery was, 
Omalu told the AP: “The 
pathology of CTE in a foot¬ 
ball player had not been 
known before I described 
this disease.” He said that 
he was also the first to diag¬ 
nose it in a wrestler and in a 
military veteran. 

And he defended the 
claim that he named it. 
Omalu said he picked CTE 
from several previously ex¬ 
isting terms that had been 
used to describe traumatic 
brain injuries “for the pur¬ 
poses of precedents, so 
that nobody would accuse 
me as a radical.” 

Using the three words with 
their acronym, he said, was 
more of a branding exer¬ 
cise — “making it a proper 
noun” — than scientific no¬ 
menclature. 

“What I did there is not 
medicine,” Omalu said. 
“It’s business manage¬ 
ment.” 

Arthur Caplan, the direc¬ 
tor of medical ethics at the 
NYU school of medicine, 
said publicly exaggerat¬ 
ing one’s contributions is 
“troubled,” but not enough 
to disqualify the underlying 
research. 

“It would be unethical not 
to acknowledge the work 
that came before. It’s cer¬ 
tainly un-collegial,” Caplan 
said. □ 



In this 2010 photo. Dr. Bennet Omalu, left, co-director of the Brain Injury Research Institute at West Virginia University, talks with Dr. 
Ira R. Casson, a neurologist and former co-chairman of the NFL Mild Traumatic Brain Injury Committee, before a House Judiciary 
Committee hearing entitled “Legal Issues Relating to Football Head Injuries, Part II” in Detroit. 

(AP Photo/Paul Sancya) 
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Eye on safety, California sets 
new rules for self-driving cars 

JUSTIN PRITCHARD 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — California regulators have un¬ 
veiled a roadmap that would let consumers begin 
using self-driving cars, though manufacturers would 
have to prove the emerging technology is safe be¬ 
fore a licensed driver could get chauffeured around 
town. 

The approach California’s Department of Motor Ve¬ 
hicles offered Wednesday in precedent-setting draft 
regulations is cautious, though it does allow that Cali¬ 
fornians could be behind the wheel of a self-driving 
car by 2017. 

Among other safety-related requirements, the cars 
must have a steering wheel, and a licensed driver 
must be ready to take over if the machine fails. 
Google, which is pushing to get cars without a steer¬ 
ing wheel or pedals to consumers, expressed “grave 
disappointment" with the rules, which the tech gi¬ 
ant said would slow deployment of technology with 
huge life-saving potential. 

Though no manufacturer has said it thinks the cars 
are ready just yet, at least a dozen are develop¬ 
ing thetechnology. Google has suggested a model 
could be ready for limited use sooner than the public 
expects. In September, the safety chief of its self-driv¬ 
ing car project, Ron Medford, said the technology is 
“close to working pretty damn well.” 

California’s go-slow approach could benefit Texas, 
which this summer emerged as a competitor in the 
deployment of self-driving cars when officials in the 
capital city of Austin welcomed Google prototypes 
for company-sponsored testing. 

“Given the potential risks associated with deploy¬ 
ment of such a new technology, DMV believes that 
manufacturers need to obtain more experience in 
testing driverless vehicles on public roads prior to 
making this technology available to the general pub¬ 
lic," the agency said in a written summary of its draft 
regulations. 

Those draft rules set out how the DMV wants to move 
beyond the current small-scale testing of prototypes 
on public roads. The DMV can change the rules over 
the coming months before they are finalized, and the 
industry is sure to lobby for significant changes. 

That process will further delay rules that were due at 
the start of 2015. 

There are no comprehensive federal rules addressing 
the technology, and as the largest auto market in the 
U.S., rules in California are a landmark in the develop¬ 
ment of self-driving technology. 

Under California's framework, manufacturers would 
receive a permit for three years, during which time 
consumers could lease the cars but manufacturers 
would be required to keep tabs on how safely they 
are driving and report that performance to the state. 
Before the DMV grants that three-year permit, an in¬ 
dependent certifier would need to verify a manufac¬ 
turer's safety assurancesO 



This photo shows a sign at Facebook headquarters in Menlo Park, Calif. Facebook is trying to 
make it easier to send photos as the holiday season's picture-taking frenzy escalates with the 
arrival of Christmas and New Year's Eve. (AP Photo/Ben Margot) 


Facebook adding new ‘Photo Magic’ to app 


MICHAEL LIEDTKE 
AP Technology Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Facebook is trying to make 
it easier to send photos 
as the holiday season’s 
picture-taking frenzy es¬ 
calates with the arrival of 
Christmas and New Year’s 
Eve. 

The world's largest social 
networking service is offer¬ 
ing a feature call “Photo 
Magic” that will automati¬ 
cally address a message 
so it can be sent quickly 
to Facebook friends iden¬ 
tified in a picture. The op¬ 
tion relies on the same im¬ 
age-recognition technolo¬ 
gy that attaches people’s 
names to Facebook posts. 
With this twist, Facebook 
is deploying the technol¬ 
ogy in its Messenger ap¬ 
plication to make it more 
convenient to distribute 
pictures to a few friends 
and family members. 
Facebook Inc. will highlight 
Photo Magic in a Messen¬ 
ger update that will start 
rolling out Thursday to us¬ 
ers of Apple’s iPhones and 
smartphones running on 
Google’s Android soft¬ 


ware. It will still be up to 
each individual to decide 
whether they want to ac¬ 
tivate Photo Magic. After 
the feature is turned on, it 
can still be switched off at 
any time. 

The update is being distrib¬ 
uted to a broad audience 
after a month of testing 
among smartphone users 
in Australia. Facebook is 
planning to make Photo 
Magic available to Mes¬ 
senger users everywhere in 
the world except in Can¬ 
ada and the European 
Union. 

Messenger currently has 
more than 700 million us¬ 
ers, about half the size of 
the audience on Face- 
book's social network. 
Facebook is counting on 
Photo Magic to foster 
more allegiance to its Mes¬ 
senger app as it competes 
against other competing 
services such as Snapchat 
that have become par¬ 
ticularly popular among 
teenagers and young 
adults. 

If Photo Magic is turned on, 
it is supposed to promptly 
figure out if any of the 


people in a picture belong 
to the smartphone owner’s 
circle of Facebook friends. 
If some are found. Photo 
Magic creates a messag¬ 
ing thread that allows a 
user to send the picture 
to all the identified parties 
with two clicks. 

About 9.5 billion pictures 
are already sent through 
Messenger each month, 
according to Facebook. 
The Menlo Park, California, 
company believes the vol¬ 
ume will be even higher if 
Photo Magic’s automa¬ 
tion is successful in making 
it less of a hassle to pick out 
the images and figure out 
which people might be in¬ 
terested in seeing them. 

As part of the Messen¬ 
ger upgrade, Facebook 
is also including an op¬ 
tion that will allow users to 
change the colors of their 
exchanges with different 
friends, and switch the 
formal name of a recipi¬ 
ent to a nickname, such 
as “mom” or "dad.” Until 
now. Messenger’s address 
book mirrored the names 
listed on people’s Face- 
book profiles.Q 
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Stocks slide as a late tumble erases post-Fed gains 


MARLEY JAY 
AP Markets Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Stocks 
skidded Thursday as a late 
drop erased the market's 
gains from the day be¬ 
fore. Companies that sell 


oil, gold and silver tumbled 
along with the prices of 
those commodities. 
Thursday’s slide marked the 
end of a three-day win¬ 
ning streak. Indexes drifted 
lower in the morning and 
fell sharply in the final min¬ 
utes of trading. Energy 
stocks fell as the price of oil 
slumped again, and lower 
metals prices hurt mining 
companies. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average sank 253.25 points, 
or 1.4 percent, to 17,495.84. 
The Standard & Poor's 500 
lost 31.18 points, or 1.5 per¬ 
cent, to 2,041.89. The Nas¬ 
daq composite index gave 
up 68.58 points, or 1.4 per¬ 
cent, to 5,002.55. 

Energy and mining stocks 


The Associated Press 

Apple named Jeff Williams 
as its chief operating officer 
Thursday, a job that hasn’t 
been filled since Tim Cook 
left the position more than 
four years ago to become 
CEO. Williams has worked 
at Apple for about 17 years 
and supervised the launch 
of the Apple Watch, which 


have been pummeled this 
year as the sluggish global 
economy reduces de¬ 
mand even as supplies be¬ 
come more abundant. U.S. 
crude fell 57 cents, or 1.6 
percent, to $34.95 a bar¬ 


rel in New York. It had not 
closed beneath $35 since 
Feb. 18, 2009 and traded 
above $60 a barrel as re¬ 
cently as June. 

Chevron lost $2.90, or 3.1 
percent, to $90.54 and 
Marathon Oil lost $1, or 7.3 
percent, to $12.78. 

Natural gas, which has fall¬ 
en to 16-year lows, gave up 
another 3.5 cents, or 2 per¬ 
cent, to $1,755 per 1,000 
cubic feet. 

The price of natural gas has 
tumbled as demand has 
collapsed. Thanks to the 
warm weather, custom¬ 
ers haven’t needed much 
gas to heat their homes this 
winter. And demand from 
industrial customers has 
been weak. 


went on sale earlier this 
year. The company said he 
played a “key role” in the 
launch of the iPhone. 

Apple also announced 
Thursday that it hired Tor 
Myhren from advertising 
company Grey Group to 
be vice president of mar¬ 
keting communications. 
He will start early next year 


Metals prices gave up their 
gains from Wednesday. 
The price of gold fell $27.20, 
or 2.5 percent, to $1,049.60 
an ounce and silver sank 
54.5 cents, or 3.8 percent, 
to $13,703 an ounce. Cop- 


Stocks skidded Thursday as a 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 

per fell 2.8 cents, or 1.4 per¬ 
cent, to $2,044 a pound. 
Among mining stocks, 
Newmont Mining dropped 
$1.47, or 7.7 percent, to 
$17.61 and Freeport-Mc- 
MoRan lost 57 cents, or 8.5 
percent, to $6.12. 

Only utility stocks traded 
higher. Utilities have also 
struggled this year, but in¬ 
cluding a tiny gain Thurs¬ 
day, they have risen for four 
days in a row and are up 4 
percent over that time. Utili¬ 
ty stocks are seen as steady 
performers that pay regular 
dividends, and some in¬ 
vestors think payments are 
going to increase. Duke En¬ 
ergy rose 47 cents to $70.50 
and Ameren Corp. gained 
$1.03, or 2.4 percent, to 


and will oversee Apple’s 
advertisements, websites 
and product packaging. 
At Grey, Myhren was chief 
creative officer and presi¬ 
dent of its New York office. 
Apple Inc., based in Cu¬ 
pertino, California, also ex¬ 
panded the roles of two 
other executives. 

It upped Johny Srouji's posi- 


$44.03. 

Solar power stocks contin¬ 
ued to rise after Congress 
agreed to extend a federal 
tax credit for commercial 
and residential solar proj¬ 
ects. Leading Democrats 
and Republicans report¬ 
edly agreed to extend the 
30-percent credit through 
2019, after which it will wind 
down over two years. The 
credit was scheduled to fall 
in 2017 and be eliminated 
in 2018. 

SolarCity gained $3.57, or 
6.6 percent, to $57.26 and 
Sunrun added $1.08, or 
9.3 percent, to $12.71. The 
stocks are up 55 percent 
and 62 percent this week, 
respectively. 

“This was one of the big¬ 
gest risks confronting the 
industry over the last year,” 
said Angelica Jarvenpaa, 
research associate for Ray¬ 
mond James. She said solar 
power companies didn’t 
know if the tax credit would 
be allowed to expire. 
Jarvenpaa said the agree¬ 
ment is “among the best 
case scenarios" for so¬ 
lar power because it tells 
companies what they can 
expect for the next sev¬ 
eral years. She added that 
the extension will benefit 
the entire industry, includ¬ 
ing companies that serve 
homes, businesses, utilities 
and manufacturers of solar 
cells. 

Shipping company Fe¬ 
dEx said its quarterly profit 
grew as online shopping 
increased and costs in its 
express-delivery business 
came down. FedEx also 
said it thinks holiday ship¬ 
ments will rise by more than 
12 percent from a year 
ago. FedEx rose $3.01, or 2 
percent, to $151.84. 
Streaming music company 
Pandora Media surged. □ 


tion to senior vice president 
of hardware technologies 
from vice president and 
said Senior Vice President 
of Worldwide Marketing 
Phil Schiller would now 
add Apple’s app store to 
his responsibilities. In after¬ 
noon trading, Apple shares 
slipped $1.95, or 1.7 per¬ 
cent, to $109.39. □ 



Exec who jacked 
price of lifesaving 
drug is arrested 

TOM HAYS 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — A boyish- 
looking entrepreneur who 
became the new face of 
corporate greed when he 
jacked up the price of a 
lifesaving drug fiftyfold was 
led away in handcuffs by 
the FBI on unrelated fraud 
charges Thursday in a 
scene that left more than 
a few Americans positively 
gleeful. 

Martin Shkreli, a 32-year- 
old former hedge fund 
manager and relentless 
self-promoter who has 
called himself “the world’s 
most eligible bachelor” on 
Twitter, 

was arrested in a gray 
hoodie and taken into 
federal court in Brooklyn, 
where he pleaded not 
guilty. 

He was released on $5 
million bail. 

If convicted, he could get 
up to 20 years in prison. He 
left court without speaking 
to reporters. 

His attorneys had no 
immediate comment. 
Online, many people 
took delight in his arrest, 
calling him a greedy, 
arrogant “punk” who gave 
capitalism a bad name 
and got what was coming 
to him. 

Some cracked jokes about 
lawyers jacking up their 
hourly fees 5,000 percent 
to defend him in his hour of 
need. 

Prosecutors said that 
between 2009 and 2014, 
Shkreli lost some of his 
hedge fund investors' 
money through bad trades, 
then looted Retrophin, a 
pharmaceutical company 
where he was CEO, for 
$11 million to pay back his 
disgruntled clients. 

Shkreli “engaged in multiple 
schemes to ensnare 
investors through a web 
of lies and deceit,” U.S. 
Attorney Robert Capers 
said in a statement. 

Shkreli was charged 
with securities fraud and 
conspiracy. 

A second defendant, 
lawyer Evan Greebel, of 
Scarsdale, New York, was 
charged with conspiracy 
and also pleaded not 
guilty. □ 
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Cerberus taking a majority stake in Avon N. American unit 


NEW YORK (AP) — Private 
investment firm Cerberus 
Capital Management is 
taking a majority stake in 
Avon’s North American di¬ 
vision. 

The companies said that 
they believe the partner¬ 
ship will help to improve 
Avon’s performance and 
boost shareholder value. 
Cerberus will get an 80.1 
percent interest in Avon 


North America in exchange 
for a $170 million equity in¬ 
vestment. The North Ameri¬ 
can unit will be separated 
from Avon Products Inc. 
into a privately-held com¬ 
pany that will include the 
U.S., Canada and Puerto 
Rico. It will be managed by 
New York-based Cerberus. 
The new company will en¬ 
ter into a licensing agree¬ 
ment with Avon for the 


use of the Avon brand, 
the Avon product portfo¬ 
lio and other intellectual 
property. There will also be 
a transition services agree¬ 
ment to include IT and re¬ 
search and development. 
Pablo Munoz, current presi¬ 
dent of Avon North Amer¬ 
ica, will leave the com¬ 
pany, effective January 4. 
Cerberus will name a new 
CEO for the business. 


Cerberus will also make a 
$435 million investment for 
a minority stake in Avon 
Products Inc. 

Avon CEO Sheri McCoy 
said in a written statement 
that the New York-based 
company will focus re¬ 
sources on its top markets, 
adding that the invest¬ 
ment from Cerberus will 
give it the financial flexibil¬ 
ity needed to implement 


plans for its internation¬ 
al business. 

Avon's board has ap¬ 
proved the deal, which is 
expected to be complet¬ 
ed in the spring. Avon will 
trim its board from 12 to 11 
members. 

The beauty products com¬ 
pany also announced that 
it is suspending its quarterly 
dividend, starting in 2016's 
first quarter.Q 


FedEx tops Street 2Q forecasts, helped by online shopping 



Mitchell Rodgers loads packages into his delivery truck at the FedEx Express station in 
Nashville, Tenn. FedEx shares rose this week as the shipping company said that quarterly 
profit rose 4 percent, helped by growth in online shopping and lower costs in its core express- 
delivery business. (AP Photo/Mark Humphrey) 


DAVID KOENIG 
AP Business Writer 
DALLAS (AP) — FedEx 
shares rose this week as 
the shipping company 
said that quarterly profit 
rose 4 percent, helped by 
growth in online shopping 
and lower costs in its core 
express-delivery business. 
The latest results cover the 
three months ending Nov. 
30, capturing a sliver of 
the key holiday-shipping 
period. FedEx has predict¬ 
ed that holiday shipments 
would rise 12.4 percent 
over last year because of 
the continuing growth in 
online shopping. 

The Memphis, Tennessee- 
based company reaf¬ 
firmed its forecast for earn¬ 
ings in the fiscal year that 
ends in May. 

After a much-criticized 
performance in 2013, Fe¬ 
dEx and UPS beefed up 
holiday-season staffing 
and performed much bet¬ 
ter in 2014. For this year, 
they continued to invest 
in their ground networks 
but stood pat on staffing 
— about 55,000 seasonal 
workers at FedEx — even 
though FedEx predicted 
a 12.4 percent increase in 
shipments between Black 


Friday and Christmas Eve. 
Many consumers have 
come to expect free-ship¬ 
ping promotions, and re¬ 
tailers have made prom¬ 
ises that the delivery com¬ 
panies have struggled to 
keep. On Wednesday, 
Amazon.com was pro¬ 
moting its Prime service by 
telling shoppers they could 


sign up and get free, two- 
day shipping on orders 
placed up to Dec. 22 for 
delivery before Christmas. 
“We have experienced 
extremely heavy ground 
volumes in the Northeast,” 
FedEx Chairman and CEO 
Fred Smith said, adding 
that Monday was espe¬ 
cially busy. But the system 


“is running as scheduled,” 
he said on a conference 
call with analysts. 

Logan Purk, an analyst 
with Edward Jones, said 
in an interview that the 9 
percent increase in ship¬ 
ments handled by FedEx 
trucks in the fall quarter 
indicated that the holiday 
season could be stronger 


than expected. He was, 
however, disappointed 
that profit margins in the 
ground-shipping busi¬ 
ness continued to decline, 
which he attributed partly 
to FedEx acquiring low- 
margin businesses. 

FedEx Corp. said net in¬ 
come in its fiscal second 
quarter was $691 million, 
up from $663 million a year 
earlier. 

FedEx said if earned $2.58 
per share when it exclud¬ 
ed the costs of lawsuits 
by drivers who argue they 
are employees instead of 
independent contractors 
and of buying Dutch de¬ 
livery firm TNT Express. 

That beat Wall Street ex¬ 
pectations. Twelve ana¬ 
lysts surveyed by Zacks 
Investment Research had 
forecast $2.51 per share 
on average. 

Revenue grew 4 percent 
to $12.45 billion. Analysts 
surveyed by Zacks ex¬ 
pected $12.4 billion. 

Before the report, the 
shares rose $4.14, or 
2.9 percent, to close at 
$148.83, a decline of 14 
percent this year. They 
gained $7.57, or 57 per¬ 
cent, to $156.40 in extend¬ 
ed trading.Q 


China Southern Airlines orders 110 Boeing jets worth $10B 


HONG KONG (AP) — Chi¬ 
na's biggest airline said 
Thursday it’s buying more 
than a hundred Boeing 737 
jets in a deal worth about 
$10 billion that comes just 
months after the U.S. plane 
maker announced plans 
to build a Chinese finishing 
plant for fhe aircraff type. 
China Southern Airlines is 
buying 30 Boeing 737 Next 
Generation jets and 50 737 


Max aircraft, the compa¬ 
ny said in a statement to 
the Hong Kong stock ex¬ 
change. Its Xiamen Airlines 
unit is buying 30 of Boeing’s 
737 Max jets. The Next Gen¬ 
eration planes have a list 
price of $81.2 million while 
fhe Max series aircraft sells 
for $96.1 million. 

However, airlines usually 
negotiate discounts on 
such deals and the airline 


said it's paying a “signifi¬ 
cantly lower” price. 

The order comes nearly 
three months after Boe¬ 
ing Co. signed a deal with 
state-owned Commercial 
Aircraft Corporation of Chi¬ 
na to build its first final as¬ 
sembly plant in China, for 
737 aircraft. The company 
also said at the time that it 
landed orders for 300 jefs 
from Chinese companies. 


Boeing is baffling wifh Air¬ 
bus fo win market share in 
China, which is forecast to 
become the world’s big¬ 
gest market for air travel 
and passenger airplanes 
thanks to booming de¬ 
mand from China’s rising 
middle class. 

The Chicago-based com¬ 
pany forecasts the country 
will need 6,330 new air¬ 
planes worth an estimated 


$950 billion over the next 
two decades. 

The International Air Trans¬ 
port Association, an airline 
industry group, said last 
month that China would 
overtake the United States 
as the world’s top passen¬ 
ger market by 2029. 
State-owned China South¬ 
ern is the country's biggest 
airline by passengers and 
fleet size. □ 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★★★★ 12/18 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 


8 

9 

4 

6 

1 

2 

5 

3 

7 

2 

7 

3 

8 

4 

5 

6 

1 

9 

1 

6 

5 

9 

7 

3 

8 

4 

2 

6 

1 

7 

5 

2 

8 

3 

9 

4 

3 

2 

8 

1 

9 

4 

7 

6 

5 

4 

5 

9 

3 

6 

7 

2 

8 

1 

7 

8 

6 

4 

5 

1 

9 

2 

3 

9 

4 

2 

7 

3 

6 

1 

5 

8 

5 

3 

1 

2 

8 

9 

4 

7 

6 


i 

2 

3 

4 

5 



7 

8 

9 


0 

11 

12 

13 

14 






5 





L 




17 






L 



j 


9 




20 





21 



■ 

122 

23 






24 




■ 

r 







26 

27 

28 




■ 







30 




L 


32 



■ 

33 


34 

35 

36 

37 



30 

■ 

39 




40 

■ 

L 




42 




1 

■ 

44 




45 

■ 

46 




47 


48 



■ 

49 


50 




51 

52 

53 



I 


■ 

r 





55 






■ 

156 





57 

58 

59 

60 




■ 

r 

62 



U 

63 





64 





65 





66 





67 



J 


68 



j 


69 






Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 12/18/15 
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ACROSS 

1 In _ order; 
quickly 

6 Close noisily 

10 TV remote 
control button 

14 Crowbar 

15 At a snail’s 
very slowly 

16 Strong _ ox 

17 Amphitheater 

18 Floored 

19 SAT, for one 

20 Pieces 

22 Sharp as a tack 

24 Word of lament 

25 Slumberer 

26 Shout 

29 Booby prize 
winner 

30 Motorists’org. 

31 Refuse to obey 

33 Poet John _ 

37 Fashionable 

39 Actor Matt _ 

41 Twofold 

42 Praise 

44 Pete & Charlie 

46 Enjoy a winter 
sport 

47 Cloth napkin 
fabric 

49 Played 
miniature golf 

51 Child’s vehicle 

54 Actress Delany 

55 Morning 
sickness 

56 Place for a 
formal dance 

60 Jillian & Curry 

61 _ off; annoyed 

63 Do penance 

64 Imogene _ 

65 Mild oath 

66 Labyrinths 

67 _ over; faint 

68 Actor Calhoun 

69 Newspapers 
and magazines 

DOWN 

1 Strike with the 
open palm 

2 Long sandwich 

3 Above 

4 Apartment, 
usually 


5 Fifth wheel 

6 Extends across 

7 Regulations 

8 _ a test; pass 
easily 

9 Military awards 

10 Was important 

11 Spend 

12 One of the five 
senses 

13 Go into 

21 Rowed 

23 Look for 

25 Sings alone 

26 Couldn’t _ it; 
was unable to 
cope 

27 Hawaiian island 

28 _ down; 
deposited 

29 Sour fruit 

32 Like a room 

less furnished 

34 Vienna’s 
nation: abbr. 

35 _ back; recant 

36 Went down a 
fire pole 

38 Enormous 


40 Himalayan 
nation 

43 Location 

45 Artificial tan 
provider 

48 Tidier 

50 Tooth plaque 

51 Munch 
between meals 


52 Paddled boat 

53 1/16 of a pound 

54 Family member 

56 Carry 

57 Seep out 

58 Dollar bills 

59 Disarray 

62 Sense of self¬ 
esteem 
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Putin 

Continued from page 8 


“Someone in the Turkish 
leadership may have de¬ 
cided to lick the Ameri¬ 
cans in some of their pri¬ 
vate parts” in the hope 
that Washington would 
turn a blind eye to Turkey’s 
deployment of additional 
troops to Iraq if they down 
a Russian plane, Putin said. 
But the Russian leader also 
said that Kerry's visit to Mos¬ 
cow has shown that “the 
American side is ready to 
move toward joint settle¬ 
ment of the issues that can 
only be settled together.” 
“We are ready and we 
want to develop our ties 
with the United States,” he 
said. “We are open, and 
we will work with any presi¬ 
dent the American people 
will vote for.” 

As he was leaving the hall, 
Putin was asked about 
Trump. He called the GOP 
contender the “absolute 
leader” in the race, and a 
“bright and talented man.” 
Putin added he “certainly 
welcomes" Trump's calls 
for better U.S.-Russia ties. 
On other issues, Putin said 
Russia was working with 


Egypt to restore air links 
severed following the Oct. 
31 crash of a Russian pas¬ 
senger in the Sinai desert 
that killed all 224 people 
aboard. Moscow has said 
that the crash was caused 
by a bomb on the plane, 
and the Islamic State group 
claimed responsibility. 

The suspension of flights to 
Egypt wasn’t political, Putin 
said, and only intended to 
ensure the safety of Russian 
citizens. He praised Egyp¬ 
tian President Abdel-Fat- 
tah el-Sissi for his “remark¬ 
able personal courage” in 
the fight against terrorism 
and said the flights will re¬ 
sume once Russian and 
Egyptian officials work ouf 
the necessary safety mea¬ 
sures, including the pres¬ 
ence of Russian experts at 
Egyptian airports. 

Turning to Ukraine, Putin 
said Russia was interested 
in seeing that conflict set¬ 
tled as quickly as possible. 
He urged Ukraine’s gov¬ 
ernment to approve legis¬ 
lation on holding elections 
in eastern regions, where 
Russia-backed separatists 
have been fighting gov¬ 
ernment troops since April 
2014. More than 9,000 peo¬ 
ple have been killed.O 



All Fully Furnished w/Kitchen, Airco, Cable Tv, FREE WIFI (in and outside rooms). 
Swimming Pool, Gym, Library, Laundry Room & BBQ Sets. Less than 1 mile from 
Eagle Beach & 4 Large Supermarkets. Feel Free to contact or visit us. Mon-Fri: 
8am - 7pm. Sat & Sun: 9am - 5pm. Worldwide calls: (297)-582-0697 
Calls from USA & Canada: 1-888-415-1095 (toll free) 

Calls from The Nederlands: 085-009-0218 (toll free) 
Schotlandstraat 70, Oranjestad, Aruba 
Email: aualitv@setarnet.aw 
Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com 
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Direction: Weststraat #22 | Phone: 582-7800 
email for advertisement: aviso@bondia.com 


Classifieds 


Gold Coast Property 
For Sale 

1 Towhouse 
1 Apartment 
Sunset Residences 
1 apartment for sale 
For info call 594 1496 

204225 


FOR SALE 

Condo in Gold Coast 

Everything’s included in this 

2 Br 2 1/2 bath unit check it 
out now at 

www.arubarental.info 
or call 562-0735 free pick up 

204217 

FOR SALE 

Investment Opportunity 

Motel Hotel in Moko on 9624 m2 
Property Land, 10 fully furnished 
hotel, units each with private 
enclosed garage. 

Laundry facility, storage area, 
offices, club, bar/restaurant, power 
room. 

Property in great condition. Lots of 
land for expansion. 

Price includes all Hotel permits and 
Corporation (N.V.). 

For information: 

primehomesrealtyl @setarnet.aw 
7331201 /5834624 

204215 

FOR SALE 

Investment Opportunity 

Motel/ Hotel in Moko on 4505 m2 
Property Land, 11 units fully 
furnished, offices, storage room, 
high fenced, parking lot. Presently 
in operations. Includes hotel 
permits and Corporation N.V. 

For information: 

primehomesrealtyl @setarnet.aw 
7331201 /5834624 

204215 

FOR RENT 
Tierra del Sol 

One bedroom Apartment 
w/private pool. 

Rate for night. For Info: 
gvrealestate@outlook.com 

204230 

Last Minute Rent 
Tropicana Resort 

3 bedroom Sleep 8 check in date 
20 December to 27 December 
2015 

Price: $1300 

More Info Call:(297) 630-1307 
info@arubatimetravel.com 

www.arubatimetravel.com 


204226 



CUIDA B0 DIDO 


TIMESHARE FOR SALE 

RENAISSANCE 

Week room price 
wk38 room 529 $4,750 
wk40 room 336 $3,750 
wk40 room 105 $5,000 
wk 42 room 338 $4,000 
wk 43 room 329 $3,250 
wk49 room 144 $5,500 
wk50 room 546 $6,000 
wk49 room 2571 $3,750 
wk48 room 517 $3,750 
wk 48 or 49 room 119 $4,750 
wk 48 or 49 room 551 $5,500 
wk 49 or 50 room 203 $5,500 
wk 21 or 22 room 347 $4,000 
wk51 room 347 $12,500 
wk 52&1 room 541 $20,000 
Contact Brian Cell: 593-0200 
vr.realty@mac.com 

203667 


Time Share For Sale by Owner 
Divi Golf 

week 51, x-mas wk, unit 4206, 2 
rm 

suite, lock off master, sleep 4, 2 
baths, elegant furnishing, granite 
kitchen, washer dryer, steps to 
affinity pool 2016-7 special 
assessment, priced below 
market, $5900 26 wks left on 
contract, equity value $13,500 
local 565-9394 after 12/11 or 
rmwjmw@aol.com 508 651 0016 

204201 


Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 

1 bedroom Gold O.V. Price :$7000 

1 Bedroom Gold O.F. Price :$8500 
2Bedroom Gold O.V. Price :$9500 

2 Bedroom Gold O.F. Price:$14500 

1 Bedroom Platinum O.V. 
Price:$12000 

2 Bedroom Platinum O.V. 

Price:$18000 

2 Bedroom Platinum O.F. 

Price: $30000 

more info call:(297) 630-1307 
info@aru batimetravel.com 

www.arubatimetravel.com 

204212 


For Rent 

Aruba Breeze Condominium 

Special price 2 bedroom 
$128-$143 per night 
pis call 732-2788 
info@arubabreeze.com 

204197 


Time -Share for sale / rent 
La Cabana wk 49 

ground floor one bdr unit 105C 
Friday starts step to pool, ocean 
view $2975 and wk 50 

La Quinta 

1 br unit 2304 for rent 2015 $725 

or buy $$2075 

Local 565-9394 or 

508-651-0016 

e-mail: usmc53w@aol.com 

204159 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 



Oranjestad 

Dr. G. Croes 

Tel. 588-9660 


EMERGENCIA 

11 


POLICE 



100 



ORANJESTAD 527-3140 

NOORD 527-3200 

STA. CRUZ 527-2900 

SAN NICOLAS 584-5000 
POLICE TIPLINE 11141 

FIRE DEPT. 115 

FIRE DEPT. 582-1108 

HOSPITAL 527-4000 

DENTAL CLINIC 587-9850 

AMBULANCE 582-1234 

CENTRO MEDICO 523-8833 


PHARAAACY 

Oranjestad: Kibrahacha Tel: 582-2007 
San Nicolas: Centro Medico Tel: 584-5794 


INFORMATION 
TAXI-TAS 
PROF. TAXI 
TAXI D.T.S. 
SERVICE ARUBA 


118 

587- 5900 

588- 0035 
587-2300 
583-3232 


CRUISESHIP 



December 19 

Thomson Dream 


Aruba Aiport 

524-2424 

American Airline 

582-2700 

Avianca 

588-0059 

Aruba Airlines 

583-8300 

Jet Blue 

588-2244 

Surinam 

582-7896 

Tiara Air 

588-4272 

Venezolana 

583-7674 


Aruba Foundation 

For those Visually Incapasitated 

Tel: 582-5051 


FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(F_ADA) Te_[: ^ 82 - 2999 _ 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Teh_5_82-44_33 _ 

Centro Diabetic Arubano 
Tel: 524-8888 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

QUOTA Club 

Tel: 525-2672 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 
Tel: 583-5400 

Bloodbank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
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Wetland loss, development put Kashmir bird migration at risk 


AIJAZ HUSSAIN 
Associated Press 
SRINAGAR, India (AP) — 

The cackle and cry of Kash¬ 
mir's annual bird migration 
has long been a welcome 
ruckus for those living in the 
Indian-controlled Himala¬ 
yan territory. It signals the 
summer’s end, the coming 
snows and the global im¬ 
portance of Kashmir’s envi¬ 
ronment for species arriving 
from as far as northern Eu¬ 
rope and Japan. 

But these days, wildlife ex¬ 
perts say they have never 
seen so few birds — and so 
few species — feeding and 
breeding around the wet¬ 
lands nestled between the 
region’s mountain peaks 
and plateaus. A combina¬ 
tion of climate change and 
haphazard urban develop¬ 
ment are to blame, scien¬ 
tists say. 

Colorful birds like the 
whooper swan, stiff-tailed 
duck and cotton teal have 
not been seen in the area 
in recent years. While there 
has been little scientific 
study to quantify the falling 
numbers, former regional 
wildlife warden Moham¬ 
med Shafi Bacha says he 
counts only 18 species vis¬ 
iting today out of 28 that 
came three decades ago. 
Scientists routinely reject 
the state’s official count 
of birds as unreliable, but 
even those numbers show 
a downward trend: Dur¬ 
ing the winter of 2009-10, 
authorities said more than 
1 million birds visited Kash¬ 
mir's wetlands. Last year, 
they counted just over half 
that number. 

“The bird numbers have 
been fluctuating over the 
years, but now there is a 
steady decline,” Bacha 
said. He called for an “ur¬ 
gent and massive effort to 
revive these wetland re¬ 
serves for protecting the 
birds." 


Scientists say unbridled 
construction, piled up trash 
and the changing Hima¬ 
layan climate — where 
warmer temperatures are 
melting snows more quickly 
and playing havoc with 
the seasons — are robbing 


the birds of their traditional 
watering holes and, in the 
case of visiting mallard 
ducks, their nesting areas. 
Scientists say the Earth’s 
atmosphere has already 
warmed an average of 
0.7 degrees Celsius (1.3 
degrees Fahrenheit) in the 
last century, thanks to the 
release of heat-trapping 
greenhouse gases like car¬ 
bon dioxide. But tempera¬ 
tures are rising more quickly 
at high altitudes like the Hi¬ 
malayas. Kashmir itself has 
warmed 1.3 degrees Cel¬ 
sius (2.3 degrees F) in the 


past century. Local scien¬ 
tists say seasons are shifting 
from their usual patterns, 
and precipitation is more 
often falling as rain instead 
of snow.“Loss of habitat 
and climate change are 
major factors,” wildlife de¬ 


partment researcher Sami- 
na Amin said. 

The birds have long been 
a highlight for residents in 
the famed Kashmir Val¬ 
ley — a vast collection of 
connected wetlands and 
waterways known as much 
for its idyllic vistas and flow¬ 
er-filled meadows as for its 
decades-long battle for 
independence that has 
killed 68,000 people. 

The violence has subsided 
in recent years, with re¬ 
sistance now mostly ex¬ 
pressed through street pro¬ 
tests. But the mountainous 


region is still crisscrossed 
with thousands of miles (ki¬ 
lometers) of barbed wire 
and patrolled by hundreds 
of thousands of Indian 
troops. 

The tense security situation 
has made addressing envi¬ 


ronmental issues harder. 
Compounding the environ¬ 
mental challenge is a rapid 
change in how people are 
using the land. New neigh¬ 
borhoods are popping 
up around wetlands, with 
little regard to maintain¬ 
ing water flow. Swamps 
are frequently clogged by 
garbage. Water-logged 
rice fields are quickly being 
converted into orchards. 
Deforestation is unleashing 
soils that are filling in lakes. 
“I clearly remember a coin 
swinging down into the 
crystal clear water after I 


dropped it while crossing 
a small wooden bridge," 
said businessman Showkat 
Dar, who grew up near a 
vast swamp dense with wil¬ 
low trees and squawking 
geese that has since be¬ 
come a high-end market¬ 
place in the main city of 
Srinagar. “That coin must 
be still buried somewhere 
under these commercial 
buildings."The loss or deg¬ 
radation of many wetlands 
has also left the region un¬ 
able to absorb and chan¬ 
nel floodwaters, leaving 
it increasingly exposed to 
flooding. Srinagar was inun¬ 
dated last year in disastrous 
floods that caused $17 bil¬ 
lion in losses to infrastruc¬ 
ture and homes. 

The decline in visits by mi¬ 
gratory birds seeking refuge 
from colder winter climates 
further north should sound 
alarm bells for Kashmir's fu¬ 
ture, environmentalists say. 
“There’s a great danger 
ahead if urban develop¬ 
ment is not linked to wet¬ 
land management in Kash¬ 
mir," said Ritesh Kumar, the 
head of Wetlands Inter¬ 
national in South Asia. The 
birds, he said, were “great¬ 
ly impacted.” 

The Hokersar wetland, for 
example, has shrunk from 
nearly 19 square kilome¬ 
ters in 1969 to 12.8 square 
kilometers today, accord¬ 
ing to a study by Kashmir 
University's Department of 
Earth Sciences. Meanwhile, 
birds were already flocking 
back to a once-dried up 
wetland brought back to 
life by last year's floods in 
saffron-rich southern Pamp- 
ore. 

Recognizing the impor¬ 
tance of Kashmir’s wet¬ 
lands, India’s Supreme 
Court last year ordered au¬ 
thorities in both New Delhi 
and Srinagar to identify 
and preserve these ecosys¬ 
tems in the region.Q 



Migratory birds swim in wetlands in Hokersar, about 16 kilometers (10 miles) north of Srinagar, 
Indian controlled Kashmir. The cackle and cry of Kashmir's annual bird migration has long been 
a welcome ruckus for those living in the Indian-controlled Himalayan territory. It signals the sum¬ 
mer’s end, the coming snows and the global importance of Kashmir's environment for species 
arriving from as far as northern Europe and Japan. But these days, wildlife experts say they have 
never seen so few birds - and so few species - feeding and breeding around the wetlands nestled 
between the region's mountain peaks and plateaus. 

(AP Photo/Mukhtar Khan) 
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N.W.A. joins quartet of 1970s hit-makers in rock hall 



N.W.A. members Dr. Dre, left, and Ice Cube appear onstage during CinemaCon 2015 at Caesars 
Palace in Las Vegas. Los Angeles rap act N.W.A. joins a quartet of 1970s era FM radio rockers as 
inductees in the 2016 class at the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. The rock hall announced Thursday, 
Dec. 17, 2015, that Chicago, Cheap Trick, Deep Purple and Steve Miller will join as members in 
an April 8 induction ceremony in Brooklyn. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP) 


presence. 

Cheap Trick moved swiftly 
to capitalize on the honor, 
announcing Thursday they 
had signed a new deal 
with Taylor Swift's label. 
Big Machine Records. The 
band will release its 17th 
studio album a week be¬ 
fore its induction. 

“Thanks to all the fans who 
have supported us for all 
these years and to the Hall 
of Fame members who 
cast their votes," said bass 
player Tom Petersson. “We 
are excited and honored.” 
The guitar riff for Deep 
Purple’s “Smoke on the 
Water” remains one of the 
most recognizable in rock 
history. Guitarist Ritchie 
Blackmore was a stalwart 
in a hard rock act that 
competed with Led Zep¬ 
pelin and Black Sabbath 


for the loyalty of metal- 
heads. 

Before shortening its name 
from the Chicago Transit 
Authority, Chicago was 
known for its jazz-rock fu¬ 
sion. The band had a string 
of pop hits including “Sat¬ 
urday in the Park,” "25 or 
6 to 4,” "If You Leave Me 
Now” and “Does Anyone 
Really Know What Time it 
Is?” 

More than 800 voters of the 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame 
Foundation selected the 
inductees. 

The influential disco-era 
band Chic is becoming 
the Susan Lucci of music, 
failing to win induction in 
its 10th year as a nominee. 
Janet Jackson, The Cars, 
Los Lobos and Yes were 
among the other nomi¬ 
nees rejected.□ 


DAVID BAUDER 
AP Entertainment Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The 

groundbreaking Los Ange¬ 
les rap act N.W.A. will join 
a quartet of 1970s era FM 
radio rockers — Chicago, 
Cheap Trick, Deep Purple 
and Steve Miller — as 2016 
inductees into the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame. 
N.W.A., led by Dr. Dre and 
Ice Cube, was elected af¬ 
ter three unsuccessful nom¬ 
inations in a year when a 
movie about the group's 
career, “Straight Outta 
Compton,” was a box- 
office hit. Their hard-core 
tales of life on the street on 
songs like “F— the Police” 
made them a provocative 
chart presence in the late 
1980s and influenced an 
empire of other acts. 

Both Miller and Cheap Trick 
made it during their first 


year on the ballot. 

The induction ceremony 
for the Cleveland-based 
hall will be held April 8 in 
Brooklyn’s Barclays Center. 
HBO will televise highlights 
later in the spring. 

Guitarist Miller came out 
of the San Francisco rock 
scene and became a de¬ 
pendable maker of pop 
hits like “Take the Money 
and Run,” "Fly Like an 
Eagle,” "Jet Airliner" and 
“Jungle Love." 

Midwestern favorites 

Cheap Trick succeeded 
with a highly amped ver¬ 
sion of Beatles-influenced 
melodies on hits “Surren¬ 
der” and “Dream Police.” 
Their “Live at Budokan” al¬ 
bum is one of rock’s best- 
known live sets. Guitarist 
Rick Nielsen and rumpled 
drummer Bun E. Carlos 
gave them an indelible live 


Jackson’s ‘Thriller’ sets new record 


a. McCartney 
AP Entertainment Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Mi¬ 
chael Jackson’s “Thriller” 
continues to break sales re¬ 
cords three decades after 
its release. 

The Recording Industry As¬ 
sociation of America said 
Wednesday the album has 
sold 30 million copies in the 
United States and Jackson 
is the first artist to receive 
30-time multi-platinum sta¬ 
tus. “Thriller” has been an 
even bigger seller over¬ 


seas, with 100 million cop¬ 
ies of the album sold world¬ 
wide since its 1982 release. 
Jackson’s music experi¬ 
enced a surge in popular¬ 
ity after his unexpected 
death in June 2009. “Thrill¬ 
er” includes the hits “Beat 
It,” "Billie Jean” and the 
title track. 

John Branca is the co- 
administrator of Jackson's 
estate. He says “Thriller” re¬ 
mains the yardstick against 
which all albums are 
measured. □ 
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Funny robots, crazy hair: Pop culture appeal of ‘Star Wars’ 


JOCELYN NOVECK 
AP National Writer 

OK, so maybe he was mix¬ 
ing his “Star Wars” and 
“Star Trek" references. But 
when President Barack 
Obama spoke of getting 
congressional leaders into 
a “Jedi mind meld” back 
in 2013, eight years after 
the last “Star Wars” movie 
had come out, he was dis¬ 
playing in one small way 
just how firmly the franchise 
had rooted itself in our 


popular culture. 

Well, the new “Star Wars" 
is finally out. But since it 
might take you some time 
to get to the multiplex, 
here’s something to chew 
on while you’re waiting — 
10 reasons “Star Wars” has 
retained its exalted posi¬ 
tion in the pop culture fir¬ 
mament: 

IT MADE SCIENCE FICTION 
COOL 

Just ask a science fiction 
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This photo provided by Twentieth Century Fox Home Entertainment shows, Mark Hamill, from left, 
as Luke Skywalker, Carrie Fisher as Princess Leia Organa, and Harrison Ford as Hans Solo in the 
original 1977 “Star Wars: Episode IV - A New Hope” film, included in the new Blu-ray release of 
“Star Wars: The Complete Saga”. (Twentieth Century Fox Home Entertainment via AP) 


nerd. “I remember going 
with my wife and saying, 
' Look at these audiences! ’ ” 
says Paul Levinson, sci-fi au¬ 
thor and communications 
professor at Fordham Uni¬ 
versity. “This franchise real¬ 
ly brought science fiction, 
which had a cult following, 
into the mainstream in a 
huge way.” And in a way, 
too, that managed to reso¬ 
nate with little kids, grand¬ 
parents and everyone in 
between. 

IT SPAWNED A PARALLEL 
UNIVERSE 

And we don't mean up in 
space — we mean down 
here on Earth, in human 
shopping malls. The com¬ 
ics, the video games and, 
of course, the toys. “The 
films are the mother ship,” 
says Henry Jenkins, profes¬ 
sor of communications, 
journalism and cinematic 
arts at the USC Annen- 
berg School. “Meanwhile, 
all these other forms are 
generating content. These 
integrated systems have 
become the norm for suc¬ 
cessful Hollywood franchis¬ 
es." 

ESPECIALLY THE TOYS 

How big has “Star Wars” 
been to the toy industry? 
“The biggest property the 
industry has even seen, 
bigger than any other by 
billions,” says Jim Silver of 
TTPM, an online toy review 
site. “To put it in perspec¬ 
tive, just imagine “Frozen” 


lasting for close to 40 years, 
but with a much larger de¬ 
mographic.” 

HUMOR 

One of the best things go¬ 
ing for “The Force Awak¬ 
ens” — and this is hardly 
a spoiler — is its liberal use 
of humor amidst the ac¬ 
tion, a quality it takes from 
the early films, particularly 
from Han Solo (more on 
him soon) and, of course, 
C-P30 and R2-D2. “Robots 
had never been funny be¬ 
fore,” says Levinson. 

UM, HARRISON FORD, PEO¬ 
PLE! 

To many, the dashing 
young Ford’s embodiment 
of swashbuckling space 
cowboy Solo was the best 
thing in the original film — 
he seemed to be having 
way more fun and way less 
stress than everyone else. 
Well, he’s still dashing at 73. 
And he’s prominent in the 
new film. 

CHARACTERS TO RELATE TO 

Solo's one of the best, but 
the whole “Star Wars” uni¬ 
verse presented charac¬ 
ters people could relate 
to and remember. “In the 
end, characters and story 
are at the heart of the films, 
not the special effects,” ar¬ 
gues USC’s Jenkins. “They 
have so many dimensions. 
Compare that to ‘Close 
Encounters of the Third 
Kind' (which also came out 


in 1977). Most of us don’t 
remember those charac¬ 
ters.” 

GENRE MASHUP 

Another unique aspect to 
the franchise was how cre¬ 
ator George Lucas mashed 
together film genres to cre¬ 
ate a multilayered world. 
These included the West¬ 
ern, the fantasy and sci¬ 
ence fiction. Jenkins also 
sees echoes of World War 
II films, “The Wizard of Oz,” 
even Laurel and Hardy. 
“Everyone can have a 
corner of the universe that 
speaks to them," he says. 

FATHERS AND SONS 

What “Star Wars” line is 
more iconic that “I am your 
father?” (And to satisfy pur¬ 
ists out there, it’s “No, I am 
your father,” not the oft- 
quoted “Luke, I am your 
father.”) The father-son 
dynamic is “a motif that 
goes back to the ancient 
Greeks,” says Levinson. 
Fans will be happy to know 
the motif figures again in 
the new film. 

THE LURE OF THE SABER 

Quick, name a movie-re¬ 
lated toy that’s had more 
staying power than the 
lightsaber. “I turned every¬ 
thing into a lightsaber as a 
kid —wrapping paper rolls, 
flashlights," says Gerry Can- 
avan, a professor of English 
at Marquette who special¬ 
izes in science fiction.Q 






























































PEOPLE & ARTS B! 


FRIDAY 18 DECEMBER 2015 



Review: Family ties of Fey, Poehler tested by ‘Sisters’ 



JAKE COYLE 
AP Film Writer 

In "Sisters,” Tina Fey and 
Amy Poehler attempt to 
bring the most teenage 
of comedy genres 

_that of keg stands 

and drunken hook¬ 
ups _ into middle 

age. 

They’re a long way 
from your usual house 

party movie hosts _ 

your Belushis and your 

Efrons _ and that’s 

the point. Trying on ill- 
fitting dresses for their 
planned big bash, 
they request some¬ 
thing "a little less For¬ 
ever 21 and a little 
more Suddenly 42.” 

The film, written by 
Paula Pell (a "Satur¬ 
day Night Live” vet¬ 
eran, like Poehler and 
Fey) and directed by 
Jason Moore (“Pitch 
Perfect”), is a bra¬ 
zenly crude farce 
about female ar¬ 
rested development 
that doesn’t so much 
seek to rise above its 
ludicrous absurdity as 
much as ride it out. 

It’s a bumpy ride. 
While the tremendous 
wit and chemistry of 
Fey and Poehler is un¬ 
questionable, the big- 
screen meeting of 
the former "Weekend 
Update” hosts feels 
overwhelming mis¬ 
matched. For starters, 
it’s hard to imagine either 
being from Orlando. 

That’s the hometown of 
Maura (Poehler) and Kate 
Ellis (Fey), whose parents 
(played by Dianne Wiest 
and James Brolin) are sell¬ 


ing their childhood home. 
This brings out oddly pas¬ 
sionate feelings in Kate, a 
single-mother and jobless 
beautician. 


Fey, the poster woman of 
quick-witted comic smarts, 
has here been cast against 
type. She’s the promiscu¬ 
ous, partying mess, while 
Poehler is the responsible, 
earnest career woman. 


recently divorced. It’s a 
miscalculation that does 
more to doom “Sisters” 
than anything else. 

Fey and Poehler are, how¬ 


ever, extremely game for 
the movie and up for any 
silliness or embarrassment 
if it gets a laugh. With their 
parents’ house already 
sold, they nostalgically sift 
through the relicts of their 


‘80s-adorned bedroom 
and decide to invite their 
old high school classmates 
to an old-fashioned rager 
at “Ellis Island.” 


The attendees are mostly 
parents that no longer 
know how to let loose, but 
a concoction of alcohol, 
drugs and desperation 
eventually unleashes a 
wildly freewheeling party 


that, naturally, spins out of 
control. There are handful 
of solid guests like Maya 
Rudolph (as Kate’s nem¬ 
esis), John Cena (as a 
drug dealer, making 
his second fine com¬ 
edy cameo of the 
year following “Train- 
wreck”) and John Le- 
guizamo (as a sleazy 
alcoholic). 

But is there any doubt 
that as soon as Bobby 
Moynihan’s sweaty 
nerd rings the door¬ 
bell, he’s going to 
steal the movie? 
There are laughs here, 
for sure, like the up¬ 
tight New Yorker cou¬ 
ple buying the home, 
who declare: “I want 
the front yard to be 
open concept.” 

But as has so often 
been the case when 
it comes to Fey’s 
movie choices, an 
opportunity has been 
lost. It’s becoming in¬ 
creasingly clear that 
if she’s ever to star in 
a movie as good as 
anything else she’s 
done (from “30 Rock” 
to her book, “Bossy- 
pants”) she’s going 
to have to write it her¬ 
self. In the meantime, 
she and Poehler host 
this week’s “Saturday 
Night Live.” Now that 
should be good. 
“Sisters,” a Universal 
Pictures release, is rat¬ 
ed R by the Motion Picture 
Association of America 
for “crude sexual content 
and language throughout, 
and for drug use.” Running 
time: 118 minutes. Two 
stars out of four. □ 


In this image released by Universal Pictures, Amy Poehler, left, and Tina Fey appear in a scene from the film, 
“Sisters.” 

(K. C. Bailey/Universal Pictures via AP) 
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A Year in Pop Culture: Hellos, Goodbyes, and Caitlyn Jenner 


JOCELYN NOVECK 
AP National Writer 

There were goodbyes (Jon 
Stewart, David Letterman, 
“Mad Men") and hellos 
(Adelel). “Star Wars" re¬ 
awakened, and a ballerina 
and an unheralded Found¬ 


ing Father both hit the Zeit¬ 
geist. But the pop-culture 
moment that fascinated us 
most? That had to be the 
emergence of Caitlyn Jen¬ 
ner. 

Herewith, our annual, very 
selective trip down pop 
culture memory lane: 

JANUARY: 

Remember we began the 
year talking about North 
Korea? At the GOLDEN 
GLOBES, Tina Fey wel¬ 
comes the TV audience 
to honor “all the movies 
that North Korea was O.K. 
with" — a reference to the 
SONY hacking story striking 
fear across the land (or at 
least La La Land.) But by 
next month, we're talking 
about.... 

FEBRUARY 

...#OscarsSoWhite. The 
Twitter hashtag protests 
the fact that all the Oscar 
acting nominees are white; 
“Selma" director Ava Du- 
Vernay is snubbed along 
with star David Oyelowo. At 
the ceremony, prominent 


honorees speak out for vot¬ 
ing rights, gender equality 
in Hollywood, and privacy 
from government snoop¬ 
ing. Meanwhile on TV, the 
swift downfall of “NBC 
Nightly News" anchor BRI¬ 
AN WILLIAMS begins when 


he’s suspended for mak¬ 
ing misleading statements 
about his role in news sto¬ 
ries. 

MARCH 

We'll still have our nightly 
JON STEWART fix 'til August, 
but we learn that a little- 
known, 31-year-old South 
African comic, TREVOR 
NOAH, will succeed him. 
In Hollywood news, HARRI¬ 
SON FORD, 73, crashes his 
vintage plane into a golf 
course. Luckily for him — 
and for “Star Wars” fans — 
dashing Han Solo will make 
a full recovery. 

APRIL 

“I'm a woman.” With those 
three words to Diane Saw¬ 
yer, former Olympian 
BRUCE JENNER begins a 
public transition that will 
captivate the country. Stay 
tuned for more. 

MAY 

After seven seasons, “MAD 
MEN” ends, with suave ad 
man DON DRAPER (JON 
HAMM) having an epiph¬ 


any at a yoga retreat. DA¬ 
VID LETTERMAN says good¬ 
bye after 33 years on late- 
night TV (“Our long national 
nightmare is over," pro¬ 
claim a succession of presi¬ 
dents in a joke montage.) 
Across the pond, baby 


CHARLOTTE arrives. TOM 
CRUISE hangs off a plane 
(really!) in the new “Mission 
Impossible” flick. 

RIHANNA, wearing a gi- 
normous fur cape, and 
BEYONCE, wearing hardly 
anything, compete to steal 
the show at the Met Gala. 

JUNE 

Her name is CAITLYN: Jen¬ 
ner makes a smashing en¬ 
trance — with a corset, a 
brand new name and a 
fascinating story to tell — on 
the cover of VANITY FAIR. 
Ballerina MISTY COPELAND 
launches a banner year 
when she stars in “Swan 
Lake,” then is named the 
first black female principal 
dancer in the American 
Ballet Theatre's 75 year his¬ 
tory. 

JULY 

Seems like we’re always 
talking about TAYLOR 
SWIFT. This month she brings 
her own “squad" — the U.S. 
women’s soccer team — 
onstage, days after their 


stirring World Cup win over 
Japan. In literary news, 
many fans of HARPER LEES’s 
iconic “To Kill a Mocking¬ 
bird" are stunned when 
that novel’s hero, ATTICUS 
FINCH, is given a makeover 
as a racist in the author’s 


“Go Set a Watchman,” 
seen as essentially an ear¬ 
ly — and very different — 
version of “Mockingbird.” 
And on one striking cover 
of New York Magazine, 35 
of BILL COSBY'S accusers 
appear, all describing al¬ 
leged assaults by the once- 
revered comedian. 

AUGUST 

JON STEWART ends 16 years 
at the “Daily Show” with a 
reminder to his fans to be 
vigilant against falsehoods 
— er, dishonesty — er mis¬ 
information (we’re still not 
using his word of choice.) 
And on Broadway, in a 
transformation as unlikely 
as it is refreshing, onetime 
Treasury Secretary ALEX¬ 
ANDER HAMILTON — the 
guy on the $10 bill — be¬ 
comes a pop culture star, 
thanks to UN-MANUEL MI¬ 
RANDA’S smash musical 
“HAMILTON.” Miranda also 
finds time between shows 
to compose music for the 
Cantina scene in the new 
“STARS WARS” film, a nice 
pop-culture mashup mo¬ 


ment. 

SEPTEMBER 

It’s a major year for come¬ 
dian AMY SCHUMER: she 
signs a memoir deal in the 
high seven figures, a reflec¬ 
tion of her rapidly escalat¬ 
ing fame. On CBS, STEPHEN 
COLBERT launches his “Late 
Show” with the declara¬ 
tion that “I will be covering 
all the presidential candi¬ 
dates ... who are DONALD 
TRUMP.” He then promptly 
falls into an Oreo-cookie 
coma as he consumes 
one cookie per Trump joke. 
By year's end, with Trump 
dominating headlines, Col¬ 
bert might want to consider 
a bulk order. Democratic 
front-runner HILLARY CLIN¬ 
TON mimics TRUMP on Jim¬ 
my Fallon’s “Tonight Show,” 
but a few months later, 
she’ll tell SETH MEYERS: “I no 
longer think he’s funny.” 

OCTOBER 

“STAR WARS” fans are go¬ 
ing nuts: The trailer’s out for 
“The Force Awakens." It is 
parsed for clues: Why are 
HAN SOLO and LEIA hug¬ 
ging? A new JAMES BOND 
film is out, but “SPECTRE” 
gets middling reviews. And 
hey, it’s “BACK TO THE FU¬ 
TURE” day! It’s 2015, the 
year in which the second 
installment was based. 
Cars don’t fly yet, but they 
did get the flat-screen TVs 
right — and our own kids 
are zipping around on hov- 
erboards. 

NOVEMBER 

Hello indeed, Adelel The 
soulful Brit debuts her long- 
awaited album, “25," and 
it gives a huge year-end 
boost to the music industry; 
it'll sell a whopping 5 million 
copies in just three weeks. 
In fact, we're going to give 
Adele November’s entry all 
to herself. 

DECEMBER 

And it’s here. (“STAR WARS,” 
silly.) Fans are camping out 
at the multiplex. While they 
await, they may wish to 
comb through some ce¬ 
lebrity mags, where they’ll 
see news of the latest high- 
profile baby, 

SAINT WEST, son of KIMYE 
and step-grandson to Cait¬ 
lyn Jenner. Maybe Saint 
can have a playdate with 
Charlotte. Maybe they 
can all go see “Star Wars" 
— the reviews are great. 
Relief echoes across the 
galaxiesO 



In this February, 2015 photo, Jon Stewart appears onstage at Comedy Central’s “Night of Too Many Stars: America Comes Together 
for Autism Programs” in New York. Stewart ended 16 years as host of “The Daily Show with Jon Stewart” in August. 

(Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP) 









